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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE of a man by about 20 pounds, but everyone be- 


lieves the smaller version of Lynch will make him 


a better player in 1994, See Page 12. 
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Spring Training: 


Looking For The Big Guys 


by Kirk McNair 


The offensive line was the 
primary concern going 
into spring training, and 
that is still top priority 


training that a concern was the offen- 

sive line. The losses at the five posi- 
tions tackle-to-tackle from last year in- 
cluded all five starters from the final half 
of the season and a handful of other part- 
time starters and top substitutes. 

Midway through spring training, 
Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings was 
still concerned. “It’s still suspect,” he said 
of the offensive line. “There are a bunch 
of jobs open and nobody wants to step up 
and take them. I think the offensive line is 
making progress, but we've still got a long 
way to go before we're championship cal- 
iber. I'm still not comfortable.” 

Stallings’ overall goal during spring 
training includes knowing the number 
one and number two players at each posi- 
tion going into fall drills. As for the offen- 
sive line, he said, “If we had to start today, 
IT don’t know who would be our starting 
right tackle or either of our starting 
guards. I think I’ve got a pretty good idea 
who the two (on the depth chart at each 
of those positions) would be, but I’m not 
sure who the one would be.” 

The offensive line includes two return- 
ing first team players, although one of 
them has only a couple of starts, and the 
other likely will be starting at a new posi- 
tion after missing about half of last year 
because of injury. 

Left tackle Joey Harville had two starts 
as a sophomore in 1992, and he was con- 
sidered a first teamer last year, although 
he never started at tackle (he did start at 
left guard against Tennessee). He'll move 
into the left tackle position vacated by the 
graduation of four-year starter Matt 
Hammond. Last year Harville backed up 
both Hammond and right tackle 
Roosevelt Patterson. 

Jon Stevenson started as a true freshman 


I: is no secret that going into spring 
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at right tackle and at right guard as a 
sophomore and junior before he was side- 
lined by a knee injury last fall. This year 
he’s trying to make the transition to cen- 
ter, replacing two-time All-Southeastern 
Conference performer Tobie Sheils, last 
season's winner of the Jacobs Award, given 
to the SEC's best blocker. 

Professional football teams frequently 
have fewer assistant coaches than college 
teams (the colleges need more coaches be- 
cause they have to recruit as well as 
coach), but one place the pros don’t stint 
on assistants is in the offensive line. Most 
have two men to coach tackle-to-tackle, 
and Stallings has the same philosophy. 
Jimmy Fuller, who has served under three 
head coaches at Alabama (Ray Perkins, 
Bill Curry and Stallings) coaches the cen- 
ters and guards, while Danny Pearman tu- 
tors the tackles. 


idway through spring training, 
Fuller is still trying to come up 
with the right chemistry at the 


three interior offensive line spots. That 
has included moving players into posi- 
tions which, perhaps, they have not 
earned, Fuller said. “Part of that is be- 
cause the guys we had at first team hadn’t 
performed at a level to justify them having 
that position, but part of it is just to see 
how someone might react with a move,” 
Fuller said. “For instance: LaRon White 
has never played first team guard at 
Alabama. I wanted to see how that might 


A-Day Game Is April 16 


he annual Crimson vs, White A-Day 
Game to conclude spring training 


will kick off at 1:30 p.m., Saturday, 
April 16, at Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

In an effort to break the Alabama record 
for attendance at a spring football game, 
The University is making tickets available 
at no cost. Individuals may pick up a limit 
of four tickets per visit at any Bob 
Baumhower's Wings Restaurant location 
and at selected Campus Designs retailers. 
A limited number of tickets are also avail- 
able at the Athletics Ticket Office in 
Coleman Coliseum, and tickets will also 
be available at the stadium on game day. 
All seating is ona first-come basis. 

The current attendance record for an A- 
Day Game was set in 1988 with a crowd of 
S117. 


affect him. We moved Maurice Belser 
from left guard to right tackle so we could 
look at LaRon White at left guard next to 
a first team center and a first team left 
tackle. Jeremy Pennington has been a 
backup player. We wanted to see how he 
would react to being a first team player. 

“Spring is a time for experimentation. 
You move people around. Someone asked 
me about how we could get consistency 
moving people around. That's not a prob- 
lem now. It will be important in the fall, 
but right now we need to be finding the 
right people for each position; not only a 
specific position, but also where they line 
up on the depth chart. Sometimes a guy 
may perform better on one side than the 
other. It’s a feel thing for some players and 
you don't know until you put them in 
there. A right guard does essentially the 
same thing as a left guard, but some play- 
ers are just more comfortable on one side 
than they are the other. But it’s hard to 
work three or four guys at, say, left guard. 
We're trying to separate thema little bit so 
we can spend more time with each player 
at one position.” 

Fuller said that midway through spring 
training, he thinks he has a pretty good 
idea of which players will be high on the 
depth chart in the fall. “Unless there is a 
surprise,” he said, “I would visualize Jon 
Stevenson being our starting center, Pete 
DiMario or LaRon White being our start- 
ing right guard, and Maurice Belser or 
Will Friend being our starting left guard. 
Jeremy Pennington is playing both guard 
positions. Right now we don’t have a 
back-up center to get us to a champi- 
onship level. John Causey and Darrell 
Smith are working there, but we've got to 
have Jon (Stevenson) at center,” 

Fuller said Stevenson “is doing better 
than I thought he would do this quickly. 
Jon doesn’t lack for confidence in himself 
and that’s probably helped him. You've got 
to have self-confidence to play center.” 

Friend is one of a trio of redshirt fresh- 
men offensive linemen who were impres- 
sive last year (the others, tackles Joel 
Holliday and Chris Jordan). “He has a lot 
of potential,” Fuller said. “He wants to be 
an offensive lineman and he wants to be 
at Alabama, and that’s a good situation. 
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He’s not ready yet, but he’s 
working hard to get there.” 

While Stallings has pointed 
out that the emphasis in the 
spring is on individual skills 
and techniques rather than 
team schemes, the offensive 
line is like a team within a 
team. Therefore, Fuller said, 
“You have to get a little team 
stuff established. One aspect 
of spring training is you see 
some guys who do things in 
individual drills, but don’t 
carry it over to the team con- 
cept. And that’s due mainly to 
inexperience. Then you see 
some guys do things better in 
team drills than they do in the 
individual work. The impor- 
tant thing is whether a guy 
can play on Saturday, but in 
order to get that chance the 
work has to be done in indi- 
vidual drills and in team 
work.” 

Although Alabama has a 
new offensive coordinator, 
Homer Smith, that has not 
greatly affected offensive line 
play. “There are only so many 
ways you can teach a drive 
block or pull or trap,” Fuller 
said. 

The bottom line at the guard 
and center positions midway 
through spring training: 
“We're not making as much 
progress as we need to make 
and we’re not making it as 
quick as we need to make it,” 
Fuller said. “That puts a little 
pressure on us coaches to 
doubletime in the little time 
we have left.” 


earman, who is begin- 
P= his second season 

as a full-time assistant 
coach, works closely with 
Fuller as he tutors the offen- 
sive tackles. “Right now we're 
looking for five who want to 
play,” Pearman said. “We’re 
not so interested in positions, 
that is who will be left and 
who will be right, as we are in 
finding who can do what we 


Alabama Assistant Coach Jim Fuller (right) thinks that freshman offensive guard Will Friend is going to be a good 
player for Alabama in the future. Friend and his offensive line buddies are the focus of spring training. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


ask them to do so they can 
play next year. Right now 
we've only got one proven 
tackle and that’s Joey Harville. 
He's working at the left side 
the majority of the time.” Tim 
Barnett is backing up Harville. 

“At right tackle,” Pearman 
said, “it’s between Joel 
Holliday, Kareem McNeal, 
Chris Jordan and (walk-on) 
Jeff McCullough.” 

He pointed out that “We're 
going to shuffle people around 
until we find the right combi- 
nation. We’ve even moved 
guards out there and we may 
do that. The thing we have to 
do is find the guys to whom 
it’s important to play up front. 
We need to get them there and 
leave them there and let them 
get a feel for it.” 

The goal, said Pearman, is to 
be two deep at the two tackle 
positions. “But,” he said, 
“right now we're just trying to 
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find two. Then we'll hopefully 
find a third one and then go 
on to a fourth. Realistically, 
though, if we can find three 
tackles we'll be in adequate 
shape. Hopefully by the time 
we've got to play we'll be 
ready.” That was Alabama's sit- 
uation last year with 
Hammond and Patterson the 
starters and Harville playing 
both sides. Harville frequently 
played as many snaps as either 
of the starters. “He was on the 
same level as the starters last 
year,” Pearman said. “He’s 
done it and he’s the one the 
young players are watching. 
And Joey has done pretty well 
this spring. He’s kind of our 
bell cow.” 

He said he would try to have 
each tackle candidate get 
some work at both left tackle 
and right tackle. “If a guy has 
to play on the other side, it’s a 
lot easier on everyone if he’s 


had some work on that side; 
and it’s easier to do it in the 
spring than have a cram 
course next fall when you're 
trying to get ready for games.” 

Generally speaking, the left 
tackle has to be the most ac- 
complished pass blocker, be- 
cause the opponent usually 
has its best pass rusher com- 
ing from the right side of the 
defense; and the right tackle 
has to be the best drive block- 
er, because the strong side of 
the field and most of the run- 
ning is historically to the right 
side. “But,” said Pearman, 
“there are plenty of exceptions 
and both tackles have to be 
able to handle pass and run 
assignments. 

“Once we get the entire of- 
fense intact next fall, then 
we'll be working on specific 
techniques,” Pearman said. 
“But the schemes won’t come 
until fall. Right now we’re 
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working to find players who 
can win.” 

Two redshirt freshmen tack- 
les, Holliday and Jordan, are 
definitely in Alabama’s future 
plans. Pearman said, “I think 
the best thing about both of 
them is that they are eager to 
learn and eager to play. By no 
stretch of the imagination are 
they ready to play now, but 
they have both worked hard, 
they are both good people, 
and they both are going to try 
to do what you ask them. 
They may not always do that, 
but if you've got those ingredi- 
ents in a football player, 
you've got a chance.” 

Pearman said that both of 
them have to fight the weight 
battle “and both of them have 
worked hard in the off season 
program and in the weight 
room and gotten stronger and 
it shows in their play. This 
summer. they’ve got to watch 
their weight and be in good 
shape in August, because 
we're not going to have time 
to get them into shape.” 
Pearman acknowledged that 
dealing with players who play 
offensive tackle means regular 
monitoring of weight. “There 
isn’t a magic weight,” Pearman 
said. “It varies with each play- 
er. Coach Stallings has point- 
ed out frequently that every 
player plays his best football 
at a particular weight. You 
have to experiment and find 
that weight where a player 
moves his best. It’s not too 
hard to tell when a player is 
too heavy to move well; then 
it’s a matter of getting them 
down until you find that right 
weight.” 


And 
Otherwise 


he offensive line may 

f have drawn most of the 
altention/concern of 
Stallings, Fuller and Pearman, 
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Danny Pearman, in his second year as a full-time assistant coach at 
Alabama, works with Alabama’ offensive tackles. 


but it is certainly not alone in 
being emphasized during 
spring training. 

Although the first half of 
spring training was relatively 
injury-free, the injuries struck 
hard at the two wide receiver 
positions. Chad Key suffered a 
broken finger early in drills 
and a few days later Toderick 
Malone and Marcell West suf- 
fered pulled hamstring mus- 
cles in the same practice. 
Malone returned at something 
less than full speed before the 
Tide got an 11-day break from 
practice for The University’s 
spring break. 

“It’s hard to evaluate the 
wide receivers when three of 
our top four have been hurt,” 
Stallings said. “That’s one of 
the advantages of having the 
break. When we come back, 
maybe they'll be full speed.” 

Rhondi Gibson, who trans- 
ferred to Alabama last year 


Barry Fikes Photo 
and performed as a running 
back for the scout team, was 
scheduled to be shifted to the 
secondary this year and 
worked at cornerback in the 
first few days of spring train- 
ing. Gibson was praised by 
Stallings for his work in the 
defensive backfield. However, 
the injuries at wide receiver 
resulted in Gibson moving to 
flanker, and he is expected to 
remain on offense. 

Alabama completed eight of 
the 15 allotted practices, the 
last one a scrimmage at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium in very 
rainy weather, before breaking 
on March 24. The Tide was 
scheduled to resume practice 
on April 5. The A-Day Game 
April 16, which counts as one 
of the 15 practices, will con- 
clude spring training. 

The Tide head coach has 
been pleased with other as- 
pects of the offense, even 


though he has pointed out 
that the defense is ahead of 
the offense. “I don’t know if 
we're that good on defense or 
that bad on offense,” he said 
following that final practice. 

Even though two-year start- 
ing quarterback Jay Barker has 
not been able to take part in 
contact drills as he recovers 
from knee surgery, Stallings 
said, “I think we'll be fine at 
quarterback. | think all the 
quarterbacks who have had an 
opportunity have made 
progress. Brian Burgdorf and 
Freddie Kitchens have gotten 
most of the work and have 
been making progress. And 
Lance Tucker moves the ball 
every time we put him in.” 

(Kitchens has been spending 
his free time away from the 
football field on the baseball 
diamond. As of the last week- 
end in March he had pitched 
in four games for Bama and 
the Tide had won all four of 
them. His record was 2-0 with 
a save.) 

The work of the backfield 
men has earned steady praise 
from Stallings in the spring. 
Returning starters Tarrant 
Lynch at fullback and 
Sherman Williams at halfback 
have been particularly noted. 
“The backs have been doing a 
good job,” Stallings said. “I've 
been very pleased with 
Sherman and Tarrant. Brian 
Steger and Taurus Turner have 
been doing a good job work- 
ing at halfback and fullback. 
Of the young running backs, 
it looks like Curtis Alexander 
may be a little ahead of 
Dameian Vallery.” 

Bama returns its top two 
men at tight end, and neither 
has done anything to hurt 
himself. However, it may be 
that sophomore Patrick Hape 
has helped himself more than 
returning starter Tony 
Johnson. Hape has frequently 
been cited for his blocking, 
while Johnson has been a 
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standout as a receiver. “It looks like 
Patrick is making more of a push at the 
starting tight end position than Tony, even 
though Tony is listed number one,” 
Stallings said. 

Stallings has appeared to spend more 
time watching the offense than the de- 
fense during the spring. 


is mid-spring report emphasized 
Hoe players who have caught 

his eye on defense. “The guys I’ve 
been pleased with are Ralph Staten and 
Paul Pickett at linebacker and safety Blair 
Canale, if I had to pick out three who I 
feel have made progress,” Stallings said. “I 
expect guys like (cornerback) Tommy 
Johnson and (strong safety) Sam Shade to 
be good players, and they are. I’m just 
talking about players that I’m pleased 
with their progress.” 

Most Alabama work this spring has 
been in the 4-3 defense, as expected, and 
Alabama appears to have great depth and 
talent in those seven spots up front. 

Stallings said, “Dameian Jeffries, 
Shannon Brown, Elverett Brown and 
Kelvin Moore have been doing a pretty 
good job, and then Kendrick Burton has 
shown some spurts.” Stallings has also 


cited the work of Darrell Blackburn, for- 
merly an outside linebacker but now 
“grown” to 245 and a defensive end used 
in pass situations. Stallings has also men- 
tioned the play of redshirt freshman Edgar 
Walker at defensive end. 

There has been quite a bit of shuffling in 
the linebacker corps as Bama changes 
from two inside and two outside lineback- 
ers to the three-linebacker scheme. Last 
season Staten lettered as a freshman mem- 
ber of the special teams, while Pickett was 
redshirted in his freshman season. There 
was some off-season talk of Staten being 
tried at strong safety, but he has been ex- 
ceptional at right outside linebacker, 
Pickett has probably made more notewor- 
thy plays in spring training than any other 
player at left outside linebacker. There 
was an experiment with Mike Rogers, a 
returning starter at inside linebacker, 
being used outside, but the play of Staten 
and Pickett has enabled Rogers to return 
to the inside. John Walters has also re- 
ceived praise from Stallings for his play at 
inside linebacker this spring. 

The secondary was an area of concern 
going into spring drills, even though a 
handful of regulars-Tommy Johnson, Sam 
Shade and Willie Gaston-return. In addi- 


tion to citing the improvement of Canale 
at free safety, which has enabled Gaston to 
move to cornerback, Stallings also said 
that “Cedric Samuel at cornerback has 
been making a lot of progress. And Eric 
Turner is playing better than he was last 
year.” Turner had expected to be a full- 
back prior to last fall and had his weight 
up well over 200 pounds. Now he's back 
down around the 180 mark. Though he's 
listed as a strong safety, Turner's most im- 
pressive work has been as the nickel back 
in passing situations. 

The kicking game has gotten some 
work, and Stallings has said that his least 
concern in the overall kicking game is the 
actual kicking. Michael Proctor is back as 
the field goal man and Bryne Diehl re- 
turns to punt, and both are all-star candi- 
dates. A primary worry in the kicking 
game is the snapping. Although Stallings 
said he had seen improvement in both 
Chester Lewis and Jackson Cook, most of 
the problems in the kicking game have 
come in the snapping. 

At the midway point, Stallings said, 
“ve seen some good things, but I need to 
see a lot of good things. We haven't done 
all we need to do; but we're not through 


yet.” 


Guess At A Depth Chart Midway Through Spring 


There is a sign that pops up around offices and shops that reads along the lines of: “This is a test. It is not a job. If it were a job 
and you successfully completed it you would be rewarded with things like raises and promotions and praise. However, it is only a 
test.” Trying to compile a football depth chart midway through spring training is only a guess, it is not a real depth chart. For in- 
stance, two-year starting quarterback Jay Barker is not taking part in contact drills. Linebacker Jeff Torrence is out for the spring, 
recovering from injury and offensive tackle Rory Segrest is missing spring training and going to have back surgery. The depth 
chart naturally does not include linebackers André Royal and Will Brown, who are still suspended, but may have a chance to re- 
turn to the team this fall. Beyond that, players move each day, up and down the depth chart and also from position-to-position. 
So keeping in mind that a depth chart can’t be entirely accurate, here's a guess at how the Tide is shaping up. This guess does not 
include every candidate for a job, only those we have determined as among those likely to finish the spring as either first or sec- 
ond team, which is Head Coach Gene Stallings’ goal. 


Offense 


Split End—Curtis Brown, Chad Key, Roman Colburn 


Left Tackle-Joey Harville, Tim Barnett 


Left Guard—Maurice Belser, Will Friend, Jeremy Pennington 
Center—Jon Stevenson, John Causey, Darrell Smith 


Right Guard—Pete DiMario, LaRon White 


Right Tackle—Kareem McNeal, Joel Holliday, Chris Jordan 


Tight End—Tony Johnson, Patrick Hape 


Quarterback—Brian Burgdorf, Freddie Kitchens, Lance Tucker 
Fullback—Tarrant Lynch, Brian Steger, Taurus Turner 
Halfback-Sherman Williams, Curtis Alexander, Dameian Vallery 
Flanker—Toderick Malone, Marcell West, Rhondi Gibson 


Placekicker—Michael Proctor, William Watts, Matt Wethington 


Snapper—Chester Lewis, Jackson Cook 
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Defense 


Left End—Kelvin Moore, Ozell Powell, Darrell Blackburn 


Left Tackle-Elverett Brown, Kendrick Burton 


Right Tackle-Shannon Brown, Bryan Thornton, Steve Thompson 
Right End—Dameian Jeffries, Vann Bodden, Edgar Walker 


Left Linebacker—Paul Pickett, John Walters, Jeff Foshee 


Middle Linebacker-Mike Rogers, Fernando Davis, Lamont Floyd 


Right Linebacker—Ralph Staten, Tyrell Buckner, John Tanks 


Specialists 


Left Cornerback-Tommy Johnson, Mickey Conn 
Right Cornerback—Willie Gaston, Cedric Samuel 
Strong Safety-Sam Shade, Eric Turner, Andre Short 
Free Safety—Blair Canale, Michael Ausmus 


Punter—Bryne Diehl, Hayden Stockton 


We’re Number Three 


A Judgment Of Football Tradition 


nyone with any knowledge 
Aisoee of college football 

would guess that the school 
with the greatest tradition is Notre 
Dame. After that the guess would be 
that a small group of teams makes up 
the next level of the tradition-rich, and 
that Alabama would be in that small 
group. 

The sports department of The 
Augusta Chronicle in Georgia came up 
with a formula based on points to prove 
what everyone knows. Notre Dame has 
the number one tradition in college 
football. 

The research was based on perfor- 
mance through the 1992 season. 

According to the newspaper's formula, 
Oklahoma edged Alabama for second 
place. 

There were some mild surprises. 
Tennessee was the only other 
Southeastern Conference team ranked 
in the top 10, coming in in 10th place. 
However, five other SEC teams were in 
the top 25-Georgia 11th, LSU 13th, 
Auburn 15th, Arkansas 20th and 
Mississippi 23rd. 

Miami and Florida State, two teams 
that have been among the nation’s elite 
for only about a decade or so, both 
made the top 20, while Florida—which 
has been fielding teams since the turn 
of the century—didn’t make it. Army was 
in, but Navy wasn’t. 

The Atlantic Coast Conference can 
thank expansion for being represented. 
The only ACC schools making the list 
were former SEC member Georgia Tech 
(16th) and former independent FSU 
(21st). 

The Big 10/11 had four teams, three 
of them-Michigan fifth, Ohio State 
sixth and Penn State ninth-in the top 
10. Minnesota was 22nd. 

The Pac-10 also had four schools on 
the list (Southern Cal, Washington, 
UCLA and Stanford) while the fast-dis- 
solving Southwest Conference had only 
two (Texas and Texas A&M), same as 
the Big Eight (Oklahoma and 
Nebraska). 


10 


The Top 25 


Rank School Points 
1 Notre Dame 4,515 
2 Oklahoma 3,992 
3. Alabama 3,905 
4 Southern Cal 3,669 
5 Michigan 3,314 
6 Ohio State 3,291 
7 Texas 2,980 
8 Nebraska 2,843 
9 Penn State 2,703 

10 ~~‘ Tennessee 2,687 
ll Georgia 2,323 
12.) Miami 2,002 
13. ~=LSU 1,973 
14 Pittsburgh 1,916 
15 Auburn 1,879 
16 Georgia Tech 1,828 
17 Washington 1,755 
18 UCLA 1,732 
19 Army 1,638 
20 Arkansas 1,578 
21 ‘Florida State 1,563 
22 Minnesota 1,538 
23 Mississippi 1,526 
24 Stanford 1,513 
25 Texas A&M 1,487 


here could be some argument 

i with the formula devised by the 

newspaper. Although football is 

a team game, the newspaper awarded 

half as many points for a Heisman 

Trophy winner as for a national champi- 

onship. A school was also awarded 

points for having a player selected num- 

ber one in the National Football League 
draft. 

The researchers examined five signifi- 
cant categories: final rankings, bowls, 
winning percentage, honors, and several 
miscellaneous factors. 

The formula: 

Final Ranking: Using final Associated 
Press rankings, a team was awarded 100 
points for a national championship, 50 
points for a runner-up finish, 30 points 
for a final ranking of 3-5, and 10 points 
for a final ranking of 6-10. 


Bowls: Going to a bowl game was 
worth 10 points and a 20-point bonus 


was awarded for a victory and a 10- 
point bonus for a tie. There were addi- 
tional bonuses of 20 points for a win 
and 10 points for a tie in one of the Big 
Four bowls—Rose, Sugar, Orange and 
Cotton, 


Winning: Points were awarded based 
on the school’s all-time winning per- 
centage. A .500 was worth zero points. 
Each percentage point above or below 
500 was worth two points. That means 
that an all-time winning percentage of 
.550 would be worth 100 points, an all- 
time winning percentage of .450 would 
mean a deduction of 100 points. An ad- 
ditional bonus was each school given 
one point for each victory by the 
school’s all-time winningest coach. 


Honors: A Heisman Trophy was 
worth 50 points to the player's school 
(Alabama has never had a Heisman 
Trophy winner) and a school got 20 
points for a player taken first in the 
NEL draft (another Alabama goose egg). 
A school got 10 points for each consen- 
sus All-America pick and 10 points for 
every member of the College Football 
Foundation Hall of Fame. (But its not 
known if, for instance, Maryland, 
Kentucky and Texas A&M, as well as 
Alabama, all got points for Paul Bryant 
being a Hall of Famer. Or if Notre 
Dame, where he played, or Alabama, 
where he earned his Hall of Fame cre- 
dentials as a coach, got credit for Frank 
Thomas.) 


Miscellaneous: Schools were awarded 
a bonus of 20 points for having a nick- 
name unique in Division 1A and a 
bonus of 15 points for having a tradi- 
tional season-ending opponent. There 
was also a bonus for stadium capacity, 
two points per 1,000 seats. However, 
the number was cut in half if the stadi- 
um was an off-campus facility, and it is 
not known if the researchers attempted 
to incorporate Alabama having both an 
on-campus and an off-campus stadium 
used for home games. 
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NOW! 


Two Ways To Show Your Alabama Support Every Minute with quality suNTIME™ products 


THE ALABAMA MUSICAL WATCH 


(Plays “Yea, Alabama!” at the touch of a button) 
AND! 


THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP WATCH 


(Back in production by popular demand) 


e Battery Operated 

e Unisex Style 

e Crimson Leather Strap 

¢ Quartz Analog Movement 

e One-Year Warranty 

e Precise quartz movement; 
never needs winding 

e Musical Watch packaged in 

Collector's Tin; all gold hands 

e National Championship 

Watch water resistant; crim- 

son helmet floats around dial 


(Price includes shipping and handling) 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
(if not completely satisfied, return within 
30 days of purchase for full refund) 
ALLOW 2 WEEKS 


ALABAMA MUSICAL WATCH SOIC Ee Championship WATCH 
$59.95 LICENSED $49.95 
($63.95 for Alabama Residents) ($53.45 for Alabama Residents) 


Use VISA or MasterCard or send check or money order payable to "BAMA 
for $59.95 ($63.95 for Alabama residents) for Musical Watch and/or 
for $49.95 ($53.45 for Alabama residents) for National Championship Watch to: 
*BAMA, P.O. Box 6104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


I enclose $. 
Send to: 
Name 
Street Address (Not P. O. Box) 
City 


OVISA or OMasterCard Number 


Signature 
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Tarrant Lynch: 


Bigger Is Not Always Better 


by John Barnes 


Slimmed-down fifth-year senior fullback 
has hopes that final year will be best yet 


en Tarrant Lynch 
looks back on his 
playing days at 


Alabama, the memories will in- 
deed be many. Most of them 
very good; some of them not so 
good. Among the good-a na- 
tional championship, 28 
straight wins, a marriage, the 
birth of a child. The bad; a se- 
vere knee injury, a loss to 
Auburn, the loss of a position 
coach. 

For the fifth-year senior to-be 
from Town Creek, the highs and 
lows are merely something to be 
taken in stride, just a part of life 
in big-time college football. 
Quite a bit of life experience, 
though, for a young man of 22. 

The Tide’s returning starter at 
fullback, Lynch looks back with 
fond memories, and looks 
ahead with a passion. “It's been 
quite a ride so far,” said the 6-1, 
224-pound Lynch. “I’ve had 
some ups and downs, mostly 
ups, though. Last year was a 
disappointment. I think we 
stayed on a high from the na- 
tional championship a little too 
long and it cost us. We just 
never seemed to really get it 
going. We never really got 
things clicking like we did to- 
ward the end of '92. Injuries re- 
ally hurt us. It seemed like ev- 
erybody on the team was hurt at 
one time or another. We just 
didn’t have any continuity.” 

On a more personal level, 
Lynch was less than thrilled with 
his own season in 1993. 
Reporting for fall practice more 
than 25 pounds overweight, 
Lynch immediately drew the ire 
of Head Coach Gene Stallings. 
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The heir-apparent to Martin 
Houston was out of shape at a 
time when conditioning is of vital 
importance: two-a-days. A year of 
married life, and life away from 
Bryant Hall, took its toll on the 
former Town Creek Hazlewood 
star. His ideal playing weight of 
220 had ballooned to 245—a good 
weight for a fullback, but not for 
one with a 6-1 frame. 

“Coach Stallings was upset,” 
said Lynch. “When I look back, 
I really can’t blame him. He was 
counting on me to step in for 
Martin and I was just too heavy. 
It affected my quickness, my 
endurance, everything.” 

He was, however, the best 
Stallings had at a position with 
virtually no depth in 1993. He 
was named the starter, albeit re- 
luctantly so. 

Lynch's season in 1993 reflect- 
ed that of many of his team- 
mates-never quite being able to 
turn the corner and cross the 
line between being merely com- 
petitive and being good. 
Although he finished as the 
team’s third leading rusher with 
276 yards on 67 carries, Lynch 
is the first to admit it was far 
from his best. “I feel I] had an 
okay year,” he said. “The weight 
thing hurt me and it bothered 
me that the coaches were un- 
happy with my weight. It’s not 
that I really did anything wrong 
last year, I just didn’t do any- 
thing really great. 1 accom- 
plished some of my goals. | 
caught a few passes (19 for 171 
yards and two touchdowns) and 
scored three rushing touch- 
downs, but it really wasn’t an 
outstanding year. 


He did, however, show flashes 
of the talent that made him one 
of the state’s most sought-after 
backs following his senior sea- 
son at Hazlewood. 


ecruited as a speedy tail- 
R= Lynch burst on the 
ene as a true freshman, 


rushing for 99 yards against 
Vanderbilt in 1990. He reeled 
off a dazzling 77-yard TD run, 
Bama’s longest of the season. 
Lynch's excitement was short- 
lived, however, as he suffered a 
torn knee ligament later in the 
game and was finished for the 
season. He was granted a medi- 
cal hardship and returned in 
199] for a second freshman sea- 
son, where he played sparingly 
behind Siran Stacy and logged 
some minutes on special teams. 
In 1992, the departure of 
Kevin Turner forced a move to 
fullback, where he battled with 
Martin Houston for the starting 
job. Lynch's lack of experience 
at the position relegated him 
once again to a backup role. “It 
took a while to adjust to full- 
back,” he said. “Before '92, I'd 
never done much blocking, The 
assignments at fullback are to- 
tally different from tailback.” 
Lynch held his own, provid- 
ing solid backup help to 
Houston. He played in every 
game, rushing for 92 yards on 
25 carries. The highlight of his 
year, aside from earning a na- 
tional championship ring, was a 
5l-yard pass reception against 
Tulane that set up a Sherman 
Williams touchdown. “I had a 
great time in '92,” he said. “I 
wish we could have gone about 
our business a little quicker 
after winning the national 
championship, but there's noth- 
ing we can do about that now. 
Everybody on this team knows 
better than to look ahead. What 
we didn’t know was that it’s 
even worse to look behind. | 
think we learned from it, 
though. It won't happen again.” 


s Lynch prepares for his 
second campaign as 
labama’s starting full- 


back, big changes are once 
again in the offing. 

Larry Kirksey, Bama’s assistant 
for running backs, has moved 
on to greener pastures with the 
San Francisco 49ers. Lynch felt 
a special kinship for Kirksey, 
the only position coach he had 
ever known. “Yeah, I'll miss 
him,” said Lynch, “We had a 
real close relationship. We 
talked about all sorts of things, 
not just football. I think he 
made the right decision. I'm dis- 
appointed, but how can you 
blame somebody when they 
have the opportunity to coach 
Jerry Rice and John Taylor, 
probably the best receiver tan- 
dem in the history of football.” 

Filling in for Kirksey, at least 
temporarily, is former Recruiting 
Coordinator Randy Ross. Forced 
to relinquish his former role due 
to a new NCAA rule, Stallings 
announced that Ross will work 
with Tide running backs during 
spring practice, perhaps perma- 
nently. “I’m looking forward to 
working with Coach Ross,” said 
Lynch. “I think some people are 
worried because he hasn't been 
an on-the-field coach for a 
while, but he wouldn’t have 
been offered the position if he 
couldn't do the job.” 

Perhaps the biggest adjust- 
ment for Lynch, and the one 
that excites him the most, is the 
arrival of Homer Smith to run 
the Tide offense. Smith has built 
a reputation as someone who 
enjoys utilizing the fullback as a 
pass receiver. Kevin Turner led 
the team in receiving in 1989, 
Smith's last year as Bama’s offen- 
sive coordinator. “I've always 
thought I had good hands,” said 
Lynch. “Now | have a chance to 
prove it. | haven’t had the 
chance to talk to Coach Smith 
very much. He did ask me what 
1 would like to do and | told 
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Tarrant Lynch has been used primarily as a runner and blocker at fullback, but in his senior season he may be called on more as a pass receiver. 


him that my skill as a receiver is 
one of my best assets.” 

It is doubtful that Lynch will 
emerge as the team’s leading re- 
ceiver, but a more wide-open 
motion-type offense is almost 
guaranteed. Lynch looks for- 
ward to his expanded role and 
as a fifth-year senior, is one of 
the Tide’s elder statesman. “I 
would like to think that some of 
the younger guys will look to 
me for some leadership,” he 
said. “I've been here since 1990 
and I've been through a lot of 
the things they'll have to deal 
with next fall. 

In addition to the excitement 
over Smith and Ross, Lynch has 
been given a big surge in confi- 
dence from Stallings. One of 
only two players singled out in 
his annual pre-spring practice 
press conference, Stallings 
heaped praise on Lynch for his 
off-season conditioning and re- 
turn to a desirable playing 
weight. “That shows you the 
type of man Coach Stallings is,” 


said Lynch. “As upset as he was 
when I showed up too heavy 
last year, he was very proud of 
me for getting back in good 
condition for the spring. It 
makes me feel good and makes 
me even more motivated to try 
hard and perform well. 1 guess 
you could say I’m on a mis- 
sion.” 

Diet has played a major role 
in Lyunch slimming down. He 
eats a salad each day for lunch 
and then either a salad or a light 
meal for supper. And he plans 
to continue the diet through the 
summer. 

Lynch may need some added 
motivation, as Stallings is hint- 
ing that sophomore Brian Steger 
could be moved to fullback for 
‘04. Throw in incoming fresh- 
man Ed Scissum, and Lynch's 
starting job could be in jeop- 
ardy. “I don’t take anything for 
granted,” he said. “Around here, 
everyone is equal at the begin- 
ning of practice. I think a little 
competition will be good for all 
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of us. | would like to think that 
the starting job is mine to win 
or lose, but you never know. 
The best player will start. | hope 
it’s me.” 

As for Lynch's predictions in 
1994; “We should have a pretty 
good football team. We lost 
some good players but we've got 
some good ones coming back. | 
really don’t know what to ex- 
pect from the offense. No one 
does. 1 do know this; Coach 
Smith will give us the best pos- 
sible offense for our existing 
personnel. I really think we’re 
going to surprise some people.” 

Much has been said and writ- 
ten about the so-called “Town 
Creek Connection.” Lynch 
thinks there is something to it. 
“Town Creek and Hazlewood 
are very special,” he said. “The 
school has a tremendous tradi- 
tion. We live football. We're 
well-schooled in the fundamen- 
tals and it pays off in college 
ball.” 

The Town Creek Connection 


Barry Fikes Photo 
is soon to continue at The 
Capstone, as Bama has signed 
three more Hazlewood blue- 
chippers for 1994. Linebackers 
Steven Harris and Chris Hood, 
and running back Montoya 
Madden all signed with 
Alabama. All have qualified aca- 
demically and all will vie for 
playing time. To make matters 
more interesting, all are cousins 
of Tarrant Lynch. “You have to 
understand,” said Lynch. “Town 
Creek is really small and just 
about everybody is related. It’s 
no big deal. They'll have to pay 
their dues just like I did.” 

Tarrant Lynch's career has 
truly run the gamut of all that is 
college football. From the agony 
of a severe knee injury and sub- 
sequent rehabilitation to the ec- 
stacy of a national champi- 
onship. From the loss of a well- 
liked position coach to the ac- 
quisition of an offensive genius, 
Tarrant Lynch has just about 
seen it all. The best, he hopes, is 
yet to come. 
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Kendrick Burton: 


No Shortage Of Potential 


by Donald. F. Staffo 


Although defensive lineman will be junior, 
time missed has him behind competition 


endrick Burton has had 
Le share of disappoint- 
ents, one reason the ju- 
nior defensive lineman is be- 
hind schedule in his Alabama 
football career. But there's some- 
thing else Burton has a healthy 
share of: potential. 

At 6-6, 290, Burton is big, and 
he came to Alabama with a big 
reputation. At Hartselle High 
School he was a first team all- 
state defensive end as a junior. 
Prior to his senior year he was 
tabbed the top defensive line 
prospect in the nation by 
SuperPrep. And after that 1991 
senior season—in which he 
turned in 91 solo tackles and as- 
sisted on 53 tackles, made 23 
quarterback sacks, caused five 
fumbles, broke up 11 passes and 
recovered three fumbles—it was 
no surprise he was a first team 
prep All-America by USA Today. 

Burton said he doesn’t put 
much stock in the reputation a 
player brings from high school 
and he has put those prep acco- 
lades behind him. “A lot of that 
stuff is who you know, what 
kind of school you come from, 
how big your school is, and 
things like that,” he said. “We're 
all equal when we get here.” 

Since those prep days there 
has been more bad than good in 
Burton’s football career. As a 
freshman in 1992 he was aca- 
demically ineligible to partici- 
pate. Then last year he suffered 
a knee injury that limited his 
playing time. 

As Alabama continues in 
spring training, Burton is trying 
to catch up. He is the first to 
admit that he is behind schedule. 
“Being a Prop 48 and then hurt- 
ing my knee has affected my per- 
formance a lot, especially after 
the injury,” Burton said. “Sitting 
out as a Prop and being out with 
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the injury were not the same.” 

Last year Burton dislocated 
his kneecap late in Bama’s 43-3 
victory over Arkansas and was 
sidelined for the following four 
games. While the injury was 
painful, it did not require 
surgery. He played in the final 
six contests, including the 
Southeastern Conference 
Championship Game and the 
Gator Bowl. 

Burton said, “After not playing 
football for a year, when I started 
playing again it was strange. The 
first couple of days 1 found out 
that I couldn't do some things 
that | had been able to do before, 
like coming out of my stance, 
seeing situations and reacting to 
them; and just being aggressive. 
And even though | had worked 
out on my own when | couldn't 
play, it was not the same as prac- 
ticing football and going up 
against competition. So my con- 
ditioning was off, too, 

“But it was even harder to sit 
out the injury because | had so 
many goals at that time. If I 
hadn't already missed a full year 
of football, it might not have 
been so bad to have the missed 
time with the injury. 


“I was disappointed and it 


kind of broke my confidence. 
With everything that has hap- 
pened, it probably put me about 
a year and a half behind where | 
think I should be. I think I could 
have been a starter by now.” 

Instead, Burton, who says he's 
between 75 per cent and 80 per 
cent recovered and should be 
100 per cent by the start of fall 
drills, is number two on the 
depth chart at defensive tackle, 
behind Shannon Brown, 


ike Dubose, who 
coaches Alabama's de- 
fensive linemen, said, 


Kendrick Burton 


“From an experience stand- 
point, Kendrick is basically a 
freshman. But most freshmen at 
least have played the year be- 
fore. It’s hard to say how far be- 
hind he is.” 

Whereas Burton thinks his 
delay in progress is due primari- 
ly to last year’s injury, Dubose 
believes the year away from 
football in 1992 hurt him more. 
Dubose said, “If he had been 
able to practice and play at the 
beginning of his freshman year 
it would have helped him con- 
siderably. The transition from 
high school to college is tough 
enough for any freshman, and 
then to have to sit out a year 
magnifies everything. 

“Sitting out academically 
meant he couldn't do anything 
from a football standpoint. The 
knee injury was not a major set- 
back because, although he was 
limited in what he could do, he 
could still practice and he could 
still attend meetings. The injury 
is a setback, but nothing like a 
non-participation year.” 

Regardless, Burton said that 
all of his problems are behind 
him and he's ready to make up 
lost ground. “I'm not fully re- 
covered yet, but I’m healthy 
enough to go full tilt,” he said. 

With Alabama's defensive line 
taking major graduation hits the 
past two years, losing bookend 
All-America ends John Copeland 
and Eric Curry following the 
1992 season and end Jeremy 
Nunley and tackle James 
Gregory after last season, Burton 


recognizes the opportunity he 
has. He also realizes he will face 
stiff competition from the likes 
of Shannon Brown, Ozell Powell, 
Elverett Brown, Dameian Jeffries, 
Kelvin Moore and Vann Bodden, 
along with redshirt freshmen 
Edgar Walker and Steve 
Thompson. Those are the com- 
petitors for jobs at end, tackle 
and nose tackle (depending on 
which defense Alabama uses) 
and most of those are capable of 
playing any of the positions. 

“It's the normal transition you 
go through,” Dubose said. 
“Freshmen come in and have to 
sit out because there are upper- 
classmen ahead of them who 
have already paid the price. 
When you lose upperclassmen, 
young guys have to mature and 
step forward. 

“Kendrick is one of those 
guys. He’s got to accept the 
challenge and go with it. 
Kendrick has got to put himself 
in a position where he can start 
and earn some honors and 
move on to the next level.” 


urton wasn't surprised to 
be a second-teamer when 
spring training got under 
way. He said he is fully aware he 
has to make up time in terms of 
technique, conditioning, 
strength and overall experience. 
But he also said that when Bama 
opens its season next 
September, “I expect to start.” 
But in order to do so, Dubose 
said Burton needs to strengthen 
his legs and improve his lateral 
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Kendrick Burton (94) suffered a dislocated kneecap late in Alabama's 43-3 victory over Arkansas last year. After missing four games, Burton came back to 
play well late in the season. This year he has a goal of being a starter on the defensive line for the Crimson Tide. 


movement. “Kendrick has excel- 
lent upper body strength, but his 
lower body has got to catch up 
with his upper body,” Dubose 
said. “And he has got to improve 
his ability to run laterally. The 
thing that Kendrick probably 
does best for a big guy is run 
straight ahead, but the game is 
not played straight ahead; it’s a 
game of angles. So Kendrick has 
got to get better at cutting, 
changing directions, and making 
turns.” 

Bama’s expected move (begun 
last season) from a 3-4 defense 
(two defensive ends and a nose 
tackle) to a 4-3 (two defensive 
ends and two defensive tackles) 
better suits Burton's strengths. 

“The 4-3 is more of an aggres- 
sive defense designed to stop the 


pass,” Burton said. “And I like 
tushing the passer. 

“The 3-4 is more to stop the run. 
You have to read the offense more, 
and it’s hard to rush the passer be- 
cause you only have three defen- 
sive linemen going against four of- 
fensive linemen. I'm not as com- 
fortable in the 3-4.” 

That's because, Dubose said, 
“The 4-3 fits Kendrick’s abilities 
a little better.” 

Dubose also said Burton has 
got to push himself harder if he 
wants to live up to his billing. 
“Right now Kendrick thinks he's 
playing hard, but he’s not,” 
Dubose said. “He still plays too 
conservatively. He has got to 
reach a little deeper. He needs to 
let that big body go. He needs to 
go to the next level of intensity.” 
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Burton also needs to make 
more than the one tackle that the 
statisticians gave him credit for 
last season. However, Dubose dis- 
putes that statistic. “That is from 
the press box, but when you 
grade film on Sunday you see 
Kendrick’s in on more than that,” 
Dubose said. “Kendrick played 
well in spots last year, especially 
towards the end of the season.” 

The Bama assistant coach has 
high hopes for Burton in 1994. 
“After 15 days of spring training 
and two weeks of practice in the 
fall, Pll be real surprised if 
Kendrick is not a real fine defen- 
sive lineman,” Dubose said. “The 
key for Kendrick is to work hard 
and stay healthy so he can get 
the repetitions.” 

Now bench-pressing 400 


Barry Fikes Photo 


pox. up from the 340 he 
enched when he arrived at 
Alabama, and again running a sub- 
5.0 40-yard dash despite being 20 
pounds heavier than when he 
starred for Hartselle High, Burton 
is emphatic in promising to make 
up for lost time. 

“I'm looking forward to the op- 
portunity,” he said. “I want to live 
up to my potential. I'd like to be 
all-conference, All-America, and 
play professional football. It’s all 
still in the back of my mind. Those 
things can still happen. I just have 
to listen to Coach Dubose and do 
what the coaches tell me.” 

Dubose agrees. “Kendrick has 
the athleticism and the potential 
to be all of those things,” he said. 

The realization of that potential 
begins this spring. 
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Injuries 
Play A Part 
In Career 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide junior thinks injury 
last year made him better 


ne of the bad things about football 

is injury; and frequently one of the 

worst injuries is a knee injury. Last 
summer Alabama split end Curtis Brown 
suffered a knee injury while playing in a 
pick-up basketball game. He had to under 
go surgery and missed the 1993 season. 

Bad, huh? 

Not to hear Brown tell it. 

“] always thought something was wrong 
with my knee before the injury,” he said. “I 
couldn’t bend it all the way out, but the 
MRIs (magnetic resonance imaging, a med- 
ical procedure for examination) didn’t 
show anything. 

“You don’t want injuries, but in this case I 
think it really helped me. The knee is bet- 
ter, plus 1 now realize better what it takes 
to work hard and come back and | think it’s 
made me a better player and a better per- 
son.” 

There was another little clean-up job on 
the knee in February, arthroscopic surgery 
to take care of some tissue build-up from 
the summer surgery. 

Now, Brown said, “The knee is fine. I’ve 
been running on it since preparation for 
the Gator Bowl. It’s doing nothing but get- 
ting stronger and stronger.” 

Alabama fans got a real scare earlier this 
year when Eli Gold, Alabama's radio an- 
nouncer for football and basketball, erro- 
neously told a “Tide Talk” listening audi- 
ence that Curtis Brown's career had been 
ended by injury. 

Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings 
noted in a pre-spring training press confer- 
ence, “I’m really concerned that his speed 
is what we think it will be.” 


Junior split end Curtis Brown was on the side- 
lines last season as he recovered from knee 
surgery, but he is one of Bama's most experi- 
enced receivers after being a part-time starter as a 
freshman and as a sophomore in 1991 and 1992. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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Brown isn’t a burner in the 
mold of the graduated Kevin 
Lee, last year’s starting split 
end. “Before the surgery I ran 
about a 4.59 (40-yard dash),” 
Brown said. “My knee feels 
stronger than it’s ever been. 1 
haven't been timed in the 40 
since the surgery, but I feel I'm 
at least as fast as I was. I think 1 
have the speed to beat the op- 
ponent, and that's all you need; 
just enough speed to beat the 
defensive back.” 

Ironically, some other injuries 
may give Brown some help. In 
the early days of spring train- 
ing Bama lost wide receiver 
Chad Key with a broken finger. 
Then a couple of days later 
wide receivers Toderick Malone 
and Marcell West both suffered 
pulled hamstring muscle pulls. 
That left Brown as far and away 
the most experienced wide re- 
ceiver and one of only a hand- 
ful to participate in practice. 
Naturally, that meant far more 
repetitions for Brown. 

Although he is considered a 
split end, there is less difference 
in the flanker role and the split 
end role now that David Palmer 
has left Alabama. Generally 
speaking, the flanker is a back 
whose primary job is to catch 
passes, but he is also able to go 
in motion and in recent years 
Bama used Palmer as a runner 
and passer from the flanker po- 
sition. “I prefer to line up out 
there one-on-one with the de- 
fensive back, and | think that’s 
my strongest suit,” he said. 
“But I'll play wherever I’m 
needed to help us win games.” 

Alabama Assistant Head 
Coach Woody McCorvey, who 
coaches Bama’s receivers, said, 
“He’s not the kind of guy you 
put on the wide side of the 
field to go long. He’s the kind 
of guy you want on the short 
side of the field, a possession- 
type receiver. You know he'll 
catch the ball. He’s got good 
upper body strength and he’s 
not afraid to catch the ball any- 
where. Curtis isn’t going to 
beat you with the home run. 
He doesn’t have that kind of 
flat out speed like Kevin or the 
explosive quickness of David. 
But he’ll give you the clutch 
play over and over.” 

Brown said, “My strength as a 
receiver is that I run good 
routes, I’m quick, and I can 
catch the ball.” 
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He is considered a master at 
running pass routes. Former 
Bama teammate Derrick Lassic, 
now with the Dallas Cowboys, 
once said, “Watch Curtis run 
his route. Watch how easy he 
makes it look. Watch him get 
open and watch how he uses 
his hands. You can go to school 
watching Curtis play receiver.” 


for Brown to choose the 

Crimson Tide, but several 
factors went into him going to 
Alabama. He was an outstand- 
ing high school player at St. 
John’s High School in Johns 
Island, South Carolina, one of 
the nation’s top-ranked 
prospects and generally consid- 
ered the number one prospect 
in South Carolina in 1989. Asa 
senior he had 27 catches for 
470 yards and eight touch- 
downs, despite playing five 
games at quarterback. For his 
career he had 34 touchdown 
receptions, third most in South 
Carolina prep history, despite 
missing the 1988 season with a 
fractured arm. 

Brown said he was familiar 
with Alabama’s football pro- 
gram from watching games on 
television. “I remember Bobby 
Humphrey and Greg Payne; he 
was a pretty good receiver.” 

When Brown was a senior in 
1989, McCorvey was on the 
staff at Clemson. “Alabama re- 
cruited me out of high school, 
but I didn’t think I wanted to 
go that far,” Brown said. “I 
chose to stay in state and 
signed with Clemson.” 
However, Brown did not make 
a passing score on the SAT, 
coming up 10 points short. 
Rather than sit out the year and 
lose a season of eligibility, he 
elected to go to a prep school 
in North Carolina. Meanwhile, 
McCorvey joined the new 
Stallings staff at Alabama. “I 
got in touch with Coach 
McCorvey and told him what I 
was doing,” Brown said. “He 
told me to be low key and he’d 
talk to me after I was eligible.” 

Brown wasn’t happy with his 
prep school, which didn’t have 
a football team and which, he 
felt, didn’t have classes that 
would help him pass the SAT. 
He moved to Atlanta to be with 
his uncle, former Washington 
Redskins star wide receiver 
Charlie Brown, where he 


I: wasn’t an automatic choice 


Although Alabama receiver Curtis Brown is not known for his blinding 
speed, he is considered an excellent receiver because of his routes and his 
pass-catching ability. 


worked out and studied on his 
own to take the SAT, which he 
passed. Brown felt the new 
Clemson staff of Ken Hatfield 
was taking him for granted as a 
prospect. He then contacted 
McCorvey again, Alabama of- 
fered a scholarship, and he 
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signed with the Crimson Tide, 
joining the freshman class in 
1991 


“] never thought I'd end up at 
Alabama,” Brown said. “But | 
believe everything happens for 
a reason, and | think this hap- 
pened for a good reason.” 
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“I don’t think anyone knew where Curtis 
was,” McCorvey said. “If they had have, 
they would have been all over him. He was 
a national prospect, recruited from Florida 
State to Penn State, his senior year. 
Everybody wanted him.” 

“My uncle knew Coach Stallings from pro 
football, and we were both excited about 
the possibility of playing for a coach with a 
pro background,” Brown said. “I'd love to 
play pro ball one day.” Uncle Charlie, who 
is now in real estate in Atlanta, makes the 
majority of Alabama games, Brown said. 

One of the advantages of growing up 
with an uncle in the National Football 
League was the opportunity to catch passes 
from the likes of Joe Theisman, David 
Archer and Chris Miller and against NFL 
defensive backs as quarterbacks, wide re- 
ceivers and secondarymen got together to 
work out before pre-season camps began. 

Brown actually began spending summers 
with Uncle Charlie when Brown was 10 
years old and Charlie had just been drafted 
by the Redskins. “My uncle worked me 
hard, from the beginning,” Brown said. 
“When I was just 10, if I dropped a pass 
he'd really get on me. I'd say, ‘I’m just 10 
years old. It’s not that big a deal.’ But he 
would really get on me.” 


he 6-2, 188-pound Brown will be a 
junior this season. His previous ex- 
perience is not extensive, but he did 
play in the wide receivers rotation Alabama 
uses in every game as a freshman in 1991 
and a sophomore in 1992. He started 
against Auburn as a freshman and earned 
starts against Arkansas, South Carolina and 
Tulane in Bama’s National Championship 
season. 

In his first year he had only four catches 
for 45 yards, then added another reception 
for eight yards in the Blockbuster Bowl win 
over Colorado. As a sophomore, Brown was 
Bama’s fourth-leading receiver with 20 
catches for 327 yards and two touchdowns. 
He had three different games in which he 
had three receptions, and had his most 
yardage (64) against Arkansas. 

But there is one reception that stands out 
in Brown's mind and in the memories of all 
Alabama fans who saw it. Just before half- 
time in the inaugural Southeastern 
Conference Championship Game against 
Florida, Brown made a nice catch of a per- 
fect Jay Barker pass for a 30-yard touch- 
down that gave Bama a 14-7 halftime lead 
en route to that 28-21 victory. 

Brown said, “I enjoyed that moment be- 
cause I've always thought about catching 
deep passes for touchdowns in big games, 
and it came at a most opportune time. Jay 
made it all happen by looking the safety off 
and lofting it up there for me to get it. I 
think that’s the biggest play I've made be- 
cause the game was so important. | think it 
gave the team, as well as me, a confidence 
boost.” 
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Earlier that season Brown had what he 
calls “the worst game of my career” against 
Louisiana Tech. Time-after-time passes 
were accurately thrown to a wide open 
Brown, and time-after-time he dropped 
them, four altogether. But, Brown said, “I 
think every athlete faces some hardships 
such as I went through that game. I spoke 
to my uncle after that game and he told me 
about some of his experiences of having 
bad games. That helped my confidence and 
I came back the next week against South 
Carolina and had a good game.” 

Brown said the reason for that poor game 
against Louisiana Tech was “a lack of con- 
centration.” However, there may have been 
a reason for it. Early in the game he took a 
big hit, one that knocked the wind out of 
him. “I never want to go through a game 
like that again, but I think | learned a lot 
from it and after that game had a pretty 
good season.” 

He said, “The key is forgetting. But it’s al- 
ways in the back of my mind that I dropped 
four passes in a row. I think I may have 
been too relaxed, so 1 work hard on con- 
centrating.” 

And, he said, “Il knew Coach Stallings 
and Coach Moore (Mal Moore, then the 
quarterbacks coach and the de facto offen- 
sive coordinator) had a lot of confidence in 
me. I wasn’t worried at all about them not 
getting the ball to me. It was just a matter 
of time.” 

Time on his own after practice was part 
of the cure. Brown would catch passes from 
any quarterback who would stay late and 
throw them to him. And he caught dozens 
and dozens of footballs thrown from a pass- 
ing machine. 

Brown also gives a lot of credit to 
McCorvey. “He's helped me a great deal,” 
Brown said. “He talks to me a lot and gives 
me a lot of advice about what it takes to be 
successful and he gives me confidence.” 


junior class teammates (he'll be 23 on 

July 18), is excited about the possi- 
bilities of Alabama's offense in 1994, partic- 
ularly from a receiver's point of view. 

“It excites me a lot,” he said. “The aver- 
age receiver here over the past few years 
caught only about 20 passes a year. I think 
now that receivers can expect to catch 
about 40 balls a year and be a big part in 
the offense.” 

Tide quarterback Jay Barker called 
Brown “a talented receiver. He’s a big play 
maker.” 

Brown has big goals for 1994, “I set goals 
every year,” he said. “This year I want to 
catch 45 to 50 passes and eight to 10 
touchdown passes and help the team get 
back to the Sugar Bowl, where we should 
be.” 

And not have any more injuries, even if 
he did consider last summer's knee injury a 
lucky break. 


Be who is older than most of his 
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Championship Season: 


Tough Times Could Help Gymnasts 


by Louise Ford 


It has been a difficult year, 
but Tide getting healthy 


nastics championship season will 
mean mixing some of the old and 
some of the new to get the perfect balance. 

The old consists of veteran senior All- 
America performers Sheryl Dundas and Kara 
Stilp, sophomore All-America Kim Kelly, 
and junior all-arounder Chasity Junkin. 
Consider the new as the emergence of the 
Tide’s three freshmen among the nation’s 
elite. 

Before the start of the 1994 season, 
Crimson Tide Head Coach Sarah Patterson 
said that this would be a young team and 
that each of her newcomers would need to 
step into major roles. Bama’s three freshmen 
did make an immediate impact, providing 
the Tide with 10 of the 24 routines in each 
meet. Meredith Willard led the way, estab- 
lishing herself as one of the nation's top all- 
around gymnasts. In her first performance 
for Alabama, Meredith won the all-around 
with a 38.625 and placed first on vault as 
well with a 9.90. Throughout the year she 
has been nationally ranked in the top 20 in 
all four events and has remained in the top 
10 in all-around. 

Stephanie Woods established herself as 
one of the country’s top five balance beam 
competitors and has Bama’s high score in 
1994, a 9.875. She also has become a steady 
9.75 to 9.80 on both bars and floor, assuring 
her a spot in the lineup. 

One of Alabama's top uneven bars per- 
formers is Kim Bonaventura. She is national- 
ly ranked in the event. Additionally, she has 
given the team a boost in the vault lineup 
and has performed on the balance beam. She 
suffered a bout with the flu and missed the 
second meet with Auburn, but returned 
strong the next week and scored a 9.80 on 


S= for Alabama in the 1994 gym- 


Senior All-America Kara Stilp has had to work 

her way back to top form after suffering a seri- 

ous knee injury in Alabama's opening meet. 
University of Alabama Photo by Gerald Dutton 
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Alabama Head Gymnastics Coach Sarah Patterson (right) has had to spend much of her time this year consoling injured performers, such as sophomore 
Marna Neubauer, who was limited throughout the year by back spasms. 


bars against number one ranked 
Georgia in Athens. 

While the freshmen have 
grabbed much of the attention, 
the veterans came through, too. 
Kara Stilp missed five meets 
with a leg injury, but in her re- 
turn to competition she scored 
a career best on vault and has 
had solid performances on both 
floor and bars. 

Sheryl Dundas’ strong event 
has always been the balance 
beam, but this year she has been 
a top scorer on floor exercise 
too. Twice this year she has 
scored a career best 9.875 and 
she is among the nation’s top 20 
gymnasts in that event. 

Last year as a freshman Kim 
Kelly was consistently one of 
the team’s best in every event. 
She racked up 28 scores of 9.80 
or higher. In 1994 it has been 
more of the same. One of the 


team’s best vaulters, Kelly 
scored her first perfect 10 
against Georgia in Athens. She 
is one of the nation’s best all- 
around performers and has 
scored career best marks in 
three events this year. 
All-arounder Chasity Junkin 
came off a very successful 
sophomore year and met the 
challenge to be a top all-around 
gymnast for the Tide. She has 
become one of Alabama’s top 
vaulters as she ranks among the 
nation’s top 20 in vault, scoring 
at least a 9.70 in that event in 
every meet and improving on 
her career best mark. Her per- 
formance as an all-arounder has 
improved as well as she has 
twice set career best marks. 


hese seven gymnasts 
i have been the backbone 


of the Tide program all 
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year, but it has also taken a cou- 
ple of role players to provide 
the Tide with a complete line- 
up. 

Senior Marti Watson is a four- 
year vaulter for the Tide. She 
has also been in the floor exer- 
cise lineup in past seasons. She 
scored a career best 9.70 four 
times this season. 

Patterson said, “I consider the 
person who competes in only 
one event for us just as impor- 
tant as an all-arounder. We have 
a lot of role players on this 
team. Marti is one of those role 
players who goes out, does her 
vault, and then is there to sup- 
port everyone else during their 
routines.” 

Sophomore Marna Neubauer 
came close to competing all- 
around for Alabama, but back 
spasms have limited her place 
in the lineup and she competes 


on bars and floor. The week be- 
fore the back problems began, 
Marna had the best meet of her 
career, scoring a 9.80 on vault, a 
9.825 on bars and a 9.875 on 
floor. She is being eased back 
into competition, and has im- 
proved week-by-week in each 
event. 


his year has been a 
i coaching challenge for 
the Pattersons, Sarah and 


her husband/assistant coach 
David. Alabama lost two of the 
most talented gymnasts ever to 
wear crimson and white leo- 
tards, Dee Foster and Dana 
Dobransky; and this year 
Alabama has had to compete 
with a lineup that changed 
weekly owing to squad injuries. 

In the season-opener against 
Auburn, Kara Stilp was in the pro- 
cess of completing one of her 
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Freshman Meredith Willard has been a major force for Alabama's gymnastics team as she has ranked among the na- 
tion's top performers in all events and in all-around. 


finest meets. She had scored a 
9.725 on vault and a 9.80 on bars 
and was in her best event, floor 
exercise, when everything 
changed. Stilp landed wrong fol- 
lowing her second tumbling series 
and could not finish the meet. 

Team doctors determined that 
she dislocated her fibula at the 
knee joint, but she suffered no 
ligament damage. Although 
surgery was not required, Stilp 
was out for five weeks. 

Another blow to the team 
came just two weeks later when 
vaulter Gretchen Stockley de- 
cided to retire from gymnastics, 
leaving Bama short by one 
scholarshipped athlete. 

Two weeks after that, 
Neubauer was set to compete all- 
around against Penn State when 
she suffered back spasms in 
warmups and was pulled from 
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the lineup. That night, Alabama 
competed with just five athletes 
on bars and floor exercise. 

At the mid-point of the season 
it was becoming a struggle to 
completely fill the lineup with 
healthy gymnasts. As the Tide 
approached the end of the sea- 
son, remaining healthy is a top 
consideration if Alabama is to 
make a run for the national 
championship. 

Stilp returned to the lineup 
and has steadily progressed back 
to the level she had reached be- 
fore injuring her leg. Against 
Georgia she scored a 9.80 on 
vault as the Tide scored a school 
record 49.175 on that event. Her 
9.725 on floor was the highest 
this year in that event. Neubauer 
has taken on a limited role with 
the team, but is back in compe- 
tition on both bars and floor. 
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ara Patterson feels if she 
S can keep the team healthy, 
Alabama will be a strong 
contender for the school's third 
national championship. Why? 
First, seven of the Tide's eight 
regular season opponents were 
ranked in the pre-season top 15 
teams. Second, Alabama faced 
the top-ranked Georgia 
Bulldogs twice this year, and 
both times had good opportuni- 
ties to win. In Tuscaloosa 
Alabama counted three falls on 
balance beam. Without the falls, 
Alabama would have out-point- 
ed the defending national cham- 
pions. In Athens, Alabama led 
by two-tenths of a point going 
into the final rotation, but again 
the balance beam was the Tide’s 
undoing as four gymnasts fell. 
Competing in the Southeast- 
ern Conference in gymnastics 


(as in many other sports) pre- 
pares SEC team members for the 
most rigorous national competi- 
tion. Four of the nation’s top ten 
teams are SEC teams, so each 
time Bama meets one of these 
team the Tide is preparing men- 
tally and physically to face the 
nation’s elite. 

An example of how an SEC 
dual meet can go was offered at 
this year’s Alabama-LSU con- 
frontation in Baton Rouge. LSU 
led after two rotations. Alabama 
pulled ahead by one-tenth of a 
point during the third rotation. 
With one event remaining, 
Alabama was on balance beam 
and LSU on floor exercise. All 
six Tide gymnasts nailed their 
routines for a 48.95, while LSU 
set a school record 49.05 in 
floor exercise. Thus, the meet 
ended ina tie. 

(In the rematch at Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama won with a season- 
high 196.25 points.) 

Another test will come during 
the NCAA Central Regional 
Championship in Tuscaloosa 
April 9. Traditionally, Alabama 
has dominated this meet, win- 
ning the last seven champi- 
onships and a total of nine ti- 
tles. This year the competition 
is a lot tougher. Michigan, 
Alabama and LSU are all ranked 
in the top five nationally. Each 
of these teams is capable of 
comparable scores and each of 
these teams will be competing 
in the regional championship 
meet for the automatic berth to 
the NCAA Championship. This 
regional meet should prove to 
be the most competitive in the 
history of the central region and 
possibly the most competitive 
in the nation this year. 

The benefit for Alabama is 
that by the time the Tide reach- 
es the NCAA championships at 
Salt Lake City in late April is 
that Alabama will have faced a 
number of pressure situations in 
both regular season and cham- 
pionship meets. 

Traditionally, teams coached by 
Sarah and David Patterson peak 
during the championship sea- 
son. That time of year is at hand. 
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All’s Well That Ends Well 


by Kirk McNair 


Women were great all 
year, while men turned a 
bad season around 


y the time the Big Basketball 
Biecntiattcs ere in, the situa- 

tion regarding Alabama hoops was 
very satisfying. 

The Alabama men’s basketball team that 
started the season bore little resemblance to 
the Crimson Tide squad that finished the 
year playing in the NCAA Tournament. 
While the final results, a second place finish 
in the Southeastern Conference West 
Division and a berth in the national champi- 
onship tournament, were consistent with 
pre-season predictions, they were far beyond 
early January expectations. 

Meanwhile, Coach Rick Moody's Alabama 
women's team was at least as good as ex- 
pected and overcame tough odds to take the 
program to a new level in the NCAA 
Championship Tournament, all the way to 
the Final Four. 

The start of the Alabama men's season has 
been well-documented. Bama stumbled out 
of the gate, losing its home opener to 
Tennessee-Chattanooga, dropped to 0-2 
with a trip to Washington State, and narrow- 
ly missed the most disastrous of starts when 
two Northwestern State shots in the final six 
seconds bounced off the rim to allow the 
Tide to escape with an 85-84 win. Even 
though Alabama won two of its next three 
games, the heralded debut of transfer Jamal 
Faulkner was another disappointment as 
Alabama lost at Southern Miss. Then for the 
first time in more than 25 years, an Alabama 
basketball team finished the December 
schedule with a losing record. And the de- 
feat was one of the most embarrassing in 
Crimson Tide history, an 82-60 blowout loss 
at the hands of College of Charleston. 

The start of the SEC season was more dis- 
appointment. Alabama came back from 
South Carolina witha 16-point loss and a 3- 
5 record. 

But a basketball season is far more than a 
December schedule and one conference 
game, and Bama made the most of its final 
two months. And in retrospect, some of 
those early season losses weren't as bad as 
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they seemed at the time. Chattanooga, 
Washington State and College of Charleston 
all ended up as NCAA Tournament teams. 

Certainly there were extenuating circum- 
stances in Alabama's start. Freshman star 
Antonio McDyess suffered a broken cheek- 
bone that hampered his early play. The 
Tide's top returning star, Jason Caffey, who 
had been injured late in the 1992-93 cam- 
paign, continued to have lower leg problems 
in the first month of the season. Although 
Faulkner is a talented basketball player, he 
had been away from basketball games for 
well over a year (even though he had been 
allowed to practice while he sat out his 
transfer season). There were two new junior 
college players to work into the rotation, 
Artie Griffin, who became a starter, and 
Terrence Bethel, who ended up missing a 
handful of games and much practice time 
because of illness in his family. Roy Rogers 
continued to have knee problems. 

Beyond that, Hobbs was using the 
December schedule to find a chemistry for 
his team, working in numerous new players. 
Indeed, the only two starters returning to a 
team that had unexpectedly lost three-year 
leading scorer James Robinson to the 
National Basketball Association, were Caffey 
and point guard Marvin Orange. 


s bleak as things looked with Bama 
A» and preparing to host the na- 

tion’s number one team, Arkansas, 
followed by another top 25 team, Vanderbilt, 
the Tide hung together. Defense would 
prove to be the key that would open the 
door to a successful season. 

No one who watched Alabama's basketball 
season could miss the turning point. The 
Crimson Tide shocked the basketball world 
with a 66-64 win over the Razorbacks, then 
came back with a win over Vanderbilt. After 
a loss on the road at Ole Miss, Alabama 
reeled off 15 wins in its next 18 games. 

By the time Bama returned from Ole Miss, 
Hobbs had settled on a regular starting line- 
up and a broad rotation of substitutes. 
Something of a surprise, he elected to use 
McDyess, Caffey and Faulkner in a rotation 
of the two inside positions. Orange and 
Griffin became the starting guards, Orange 
ordinarily at point and Griffin at wing, but 
the two occasionally swapping those spots. 
Senior captain Shon Peck-Love, statistically 
not impressive but unquestionably the team 
leader, drew the small forward position and 


tough defensive assignments game alter 
game. 

Another senior, Walter Pitts, the Tide’s 
most emotional and hardest-playing player, 
was an early man off the bench at wing 
spots. There were roles for outside shooter 
Brian Passink and big inside man Roy 
Rogers and Bethel at point, somewhat less 
playing time for younger performers, for- 
wards Eric Washington and Anthony Brown 
and center Wade Kaiser. Another senior, 
walkon Philip Pearson, was not so much a 
factor in games, but a tough performer in 
practices who prepared Tide guards. 

Bama continued to have rough times on 
occasion, blowout losses at Kentucky and 
Arkansas among them, but the Tide defeated 
Florida, champion of the SEC East Division, 
and had a very impressive road season, wins 
over LSU, Mississippi State, Auburn, 
Georgia and Tennessee, Late in the year, 
with Bama at 13-8, there began to be talk of 
a possible NCAA bid. The Tide took those 
last five games as if each was for that cher- 
ished invitation and Bama came out with 
victories in all five, closing the regular sea- 
son with an 83-68 win over cross-state rival, 
Aubum. 

There was some fear as Alabama went into 
the SEC Tournament at Memphis to face 
Auburn-with two first team All-SEC play- 
ers—only a week after having beaten the 
Tigers. But the Tide responded with an 83- 
55 decision, Bama’s biggest win ever in post- 
season play and the largest margin of victory 
over Auburn in the 107-game series. Bama 
suffered a low point in being ousted from 
the tournament by Florida, 68-52, but Bama 
got its NCAA bid. (And considering 
Florida's play in the NCAA Tournament, the 
Tide loss to the Gators in the SEC 
Tournament is not as bad as it seemed at the 
time.) 

Not many gave the Tide a chance in its 
first round game at Lexington, a meeting 
against Providence, fresh off the champi- 
onship of the Big East Tournament and 
coached by former Alabama assistant Rick 
Barnes (since gone to Clemson). But 
Alabama used exceptional first half shooting 
and tough defense down the stretch to upset 
the Friars, 76-70. 

Sixty-three of 64 teams in the national 
championship tournament have their sea- 
sons end with a loss, and so did Alabama's. 
But the Tide didn’t go down without a fight. 
After falling behind by nine points at half- 
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time to the region's top-seeded 
team, Purdue, most probably 
thought the game was over. But 
the Tide scored 13 of the first 
15 points of the game and was 
still in the contest with just a 
few minutes to go when an un- 
timely technical foul resulted in 
a six-point trip for the 
Boilermakers, who went on to 
an 83-73 win. But Alabama had 
gained nationwide respect with 
its 20-10 record. 

Somewhat surprisingly, 
Alabama players received very 
few individual honors. And 
Hobbs was completely over- 
looked in SEC coach of the year 
balloting, despite a sensational 
job. Caffey and McDyess were 
third team All-SEC and 
McDyess made the Freshman 
All-SEC team. 

The future looks bright for 
the Crimson Tide. Although 
Peck-Love and Pitts will be 
missed, the Tide returns its five 
leading scorers, three leading 
rebounders, four leading shot 
blockers, and three leading as- 
sist men. Faulkner averaged 
13.0 points per game, Caffey 
12.8, McDyess 11.4 and Orange 
10.1. 


ne of David Hobbs’ best 
friends is Rick Moody. 
The two meet regularly 


and are big supporters of one 
another's efforts and teams. And 
no one could have been prouder 
of the job Moody did this sea- 
son. 

Alabama didn’t have an easy 
road to the Final Four. Despite 
being ranked among the na- 
tion’s top teams throughout the 
season, and ranked 16th in the 
final polls before the 64-team 
field was seeded, Bama received 
a disappointing sixth seed in 
the tournament. First and sec- 
ond round games in the 
women’s tournament are played 
at home sites, the site being the 
higher-seeded team. Therefore, 
Bama got a first round game in 
Coleman Coliseum, and dis- 
patched Oregon State, 96-86. 
That meant Alabama had to 
travel to lowa, a Final Four 
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team last year and third-seeded 
team in the Midwest 
Tournament. However, Bama 
was tough down the stretch, 
scoring the last six points of the 
game, to gain an 84-78 decision 
and Alabama’s first ever trip to 
the Sweet 16 in women’s com- 
petition. 

Having disposed of number 
three seed lowa, Bama then 
took care of number two seed 
and defending national champi- 
on Texas Tech and number one 
seed Penn State at the Midwest 
Regional in Austin, Texas, to 
gain a berth in the Final Four at 
Richmond, Virginia. Bama went 
into the Final Four with a 
record of 26-6, the most wins in 
a season in Crimson Tide 
women's basketball history. And 
if Bama loses at Richmond, it 
will still have tied the record for 
fewest losses in a season (set in 
1991-92, a 23-7 mark). 

Alabama’s 73-68 win over 
Texas Tech (with Tech having a 
big crowd advantage in Austin) 
was not as close as the final 
score. Alabama never trailed 
against the Lady Raiders. Neisa 
Johnson was the key as she had 
12 points and 10 of Alabama's 
14 assists. She also had eight re- 
bounds. Center Yolanda 
Watkins had 17 points and 
eight rebounds, while guard 
Betsy Harris had 15 points and 
a team-high nine rebounds as 
Alabama dominated on the 
backboards, 53-36. 

Against Penn State, which had 
been ranked number one in the 
nation during the year, the Tide 
was led by Harris, who was 
named the Midwest Regional 
most outstanding player. Harris 
scored 25 points in Bama’s 96- 
82 romp, but she had plenty of 
help as all five Tide starters 
were in double figures—Watkins 
with 14, Johnson and Madonna 
Thompson with 13 each and 
Marlene Stevenson with 10. 
Johnson and Watkins joined 
Harris on the all-tournament 
team. 

Unlike the men, the Crimson 
Tide women’s team didn’t lack 
for individual honors. Junior 


Alabama Head Women's Basketball Coach Rick Moody has a word with 
Betsy Harris, who was named most valuable player as Bama moved into the 
Final Four with its championship of the NCAA Midwest Regional. 
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guard Niesa Johnson became 
the first Alabama women's play- 
er ever to gain first team All- 
America. She and sophomore 
center Yolanda Watkins were 
both unanimous selections to 
the All-SEC team. Senior guard 
Betsy Harris was second team 
All-SEC. 

The Bama women had no 
shortage of successes through- 
out the season. The Tide won 
two tournaments, the lowa 
State Classic and Bama’s own 
Shoney's Classic. Alabama post- 
ed a convincing 99-77 win over 
traditional powerhouse 
Louisiana Tech (ironically, 


Alabama’s first opponent in the 
Final Four). The Tide took two 
wins in televised games, over 
LSU and Auburn. Bama had a 
119-43 decision over Troy State 
that was the largest margin of 
victory (76 points) in Tide his- 
tory. And Bama’s win over Ole 
Miss in the SEC Tournament 
was Moody's 100th career head 
coaching victory for the Tide. 

Bama also had one horror 
story, the loss of four-year 
Assistant Coach Dottie Kelso at 
the age of 31 prior to the start 
of the season. Alabama players 
made no secret of being moti- 
vated as a tribute to her. 
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Basketball Prospects: 


Men Expect To Add At Least One 


by Kirk McNair 


Hobbs losing two seniors, 
has one junior college 
signee, now searching 
for one more new player 


labama Coach David Hobbs doesn’t 
At much room in the cupboard, 

but he's still looking to add new play- 
ers to his Crimson Tide men’s basketball 
roster, The date when most college sports 
other than football may begin spring sign- 
ings is April 13. 

Alabama had two seniors on this year's 
squad, Shon Peck-Love and Walter Pitts. 
However, statistics show that most college 
basketball teams will lose at least one addi- 
tional player from the under graduate 
ranks~a player turning professional early, as 
Bama’s James Robinson and Cedric Moore 
did late last year, an injury, academics, or 
just dissatisfaction with the game or school. 
Therefore, Alabama may not stop at two on 
new signees. Last year the Tide took a 
chance in going one over the limit and when 
Moore left, the gamble paid off. In fact, it 
paid off big time. That last signee was cur- 
rent freshman star Antonio McDyess. 

Alabama inked one player in the early 
signing period last November, and that ap- 
pears to have been a very good decision on 
the part of Tide coaches. Marco Whitfield, a 
6-1, 165-pound point guard who prepped at 
Decatur High School, had an exceptional 
season at Central Florida Community 
College in Ocala. He led Coach Gene 
Smithson’s squad to a 23-10 record and the 
conference championship, the first in the 
school’s history. 

Whitlield averaged 19.6 points, 5.6 assists 
and 3.0 rebounds per game, He was good on 
46 per cent of his field goal attempts, in- 
cluding 38 per cent of his three-point at- 
tempts, and connected on 83 per cent of his 
free throws. He earned Junior College All- 
America honors and was first team all-con- 
ference and all-state. He finished his career 
as the all-time leading assist man and sec- 
ond-leading scorer. 


ere is a look at some who may be 
Hersiiet prospects for the Alabama 
men's basketball team: 

Chris Davis is a 6-7, 218-pound forward 
at Pensacola Junior College in Florida. 
Although he committed to Alabama last 
winter and even though his coach has said 
that his commitment is a solid one, there is 
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some question as to whether Davis will be 
academically eligible. Davis was considered 
the nation’s number one junior college 
prospect going into this season, and even 
after suffering a knee injury that required 
surgery and forced him to miss the first 
seven games of the year, he was ranked by at 
least one recruiting service as the nation's 
second best junior college prospect. 

As a sophomore for Coach Bob Marlin he 
was all-conference and all-state as he helped 
his team to a 21-9 record.He averaged 16.0 
points as he shot 48.1 per cent from the field 
and 56.7 per cent on tree throws. He pulled 
down an average of 7.2 rebounds and had 
43 assists and 32 blocked shots. As a fresh- 
man he helped his team to the National 
Junior College Championship as he aver- 
aged 17.3 points and 7,3 rebounds per 
game, 

Roy Hairston, 6-8, 210, was a power for- 
ward for this year’s Junior College national 
champions, Hutchinson of Kansas. Former 
Tider Darby Rich is an assistant under Head 
Coach Steve McClain at Hutchinson, which 
went 35-4 this season. Hairston, who is ex- 
pected to make official visits to Alabama, 
South Carolina and Purdue, was a third 
team All-America and was the most valuable 
player in the national championship tourna- 
ment. He averaged 22.6 points per game as 
he hit 56 per cent of his field goals and 65 
per cent of: his free throws, He also averaged 
9.0 rebounds per game and blocked 71 
shots. He was all-region and all-conference. 
Hairston was the only junior college player 
selected for the 1993 Olympic Festival. 

Antonio Jackson is a 6-8, 196-pound all- 
state basketball player from Aliceville, where 
he helped Coach Joe Hurst's team to a 15-12 
record. Jackson is also strong in the class- 
room and has scored a 22 on the ACT. 
Jackson is considered a late-bloomer, the 
type player who was not on the early re- 
cruiting lists, but who played his way to- 
wards prompest status his senior year. As a 
senior he averaged 20.5 points and 12,3 re- 
bounds per game and he turned in 108 
blocked shots, an average of 4.0 per contest. 
Jackson connected on 47 per cent of his 
field goal attempts and 63 per cent of his 
free throw shots. 

Jerry Nichols is a member of the 
Mississippi “Dixie Dozen,” the top prospects 
in a state that has been providing exception- 
al talent in! the Southeast for several years. 
Alabama has been active recruiting in 
Mississippi, but a recent newspaper report in 
Jackson, where Nichols is a 6-4 wing guard 
at Lanier High School, did not list Aibeits 
as one of Nichols’ choices. Previously 
Alabama had been on his list of colleges he 
is considering. 

Nichols led Coach Thomas Billups’ team 
to a 31-7 record and into the state finals in 
5A. As a junior all-state performer he led 


Lanier to the 4A title. And Nichols was also 
all-state as a prep sophomore. 

This year he averaged 34.5 points, 8.7 re- 
bounds, and 4.3 assists per game. He hit 58 
per cent from the field and 78 per cent on 
ree throws. He was also good on 47 per cent 
of his three-point attempts. His 3,111 career 
points is second in Mississippi high school 
history only to current Georgetown star 
Othella Harrington. Nichols is also a solid 
student with a 2.85 grade point average. 


more top prospects available than was 

the case in previous years. That's be- 
cause a new NCAA rule, which prevented 
high school prospects who had not yet 
passed either the SAT or the ACT from mak- 
ing official visits prior to the early signing 
period, 

The above list of prospects linked to 
Alabama comes from various publications. It 
is quite possible that some other prospects 
are being recruited by Alabama. However, it 
also seems likely that a handful of high 
school seniors and junior college sopho- 
mores who have been connected to Alabama 
either are not considering the Tide or are 
not being considered by Bama. 

Among those who may be spotted on vari- 
ous recruiting lists as considering Alabama, 
but which our information indicates proba- 
bly is inaccurate, are: 

Rod Blakeney, a 5-11, 165-pound wing 
guard at Hartsville, South Carolina. He aver- 
aged 30 points and 6,5 assists per game as a 
senior, but will have to make the transition 
to point guard in college. 

Kareem Reid, a 5-9 point guard at St. 
Raymond High School in Bronx, New York, 
is now thought by many to be leaning to 
Arkansas. 

Chris Snowden, a 6-3 wing guard at 
Waterproof, Louisiana, is expected to go the 
junior college route. 

Jerod Ward, a 6-9 forward at Clinton, 
Mississippi, is considered by many to be the 
nation’s top high school prospect. Ward's list 
of potential schools was a very large one and 
it changed frequently, sometimes including 
Alabama prior to the early signing period, 
bul Watd iniade two unofficial visits to 
Kentucky during the season and the 
Wildcats are thought to be the leader for 
Ward, Alabama has not been on his more re- 
cent lists of schools. 

Shane Williams is a 6-1 guard (he plays 
both point and wing) at Northeastern 
Oklahoma A&M who averaged 12 points 
per game this year. He is originally from 
Johnson City, Tennessee, and was thought to 
be committed to Tennessee. When the Vols 
changed head coaches, it was believed 
Williams’ commitment was no longer valid, 
but recent reports say he will sign with 
Tennessee, 


Te year the spring signing period has 
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BAMA SCORECARD 


The NCAA 

What does one make of the NCAA contin- 
uing its preliminary inquiry into Alabama's 
athletics department? 

The first thing one could presume is that 
thus far the NCAA investigators have a dry 
well. They began their inquiry in September 
and if they had found reason to up-grade the 
probe into an official inquiry (tantamount to 
conviction in past history), that would have 
been done. It was also interesting that a lit- 
tle over a week before the NCAA was to re- 
port to The University on its progress into 
allegations made by former Alabama player 
Gene Jelks (which is NCAA policy), investi- 

tors dashed to Tuscaloosa to interview a 

rge number of current athletes, perhaps as 
many as 20, mostly football players, but also 
possibly including basketball players and 
athletes and/or coaches in other sports. 


First Poll 

The first football poll for the 1994 season 
is always that of the Football Writers 
Association of America, which comes out in 
early March. A panel of nine members of the 
FWAA makes the selection, which last year 
correctly pegged Florida State to win the na- 
tional title. 

This year the panel has selected Florida to 
win the national championship. Other 
Southeastern Conference teams ranked are 
Alabama eighth, Tennessee ninth, and 
Auburn 16th. 

Notre Dame was picked second, Nebraska 
third, FSU fourth, Michigan fifth, Miami 
sixth, Colorado seventh and Penn State 
tenth, 


Recruiting Results 

Although many don’t put much stock in 
recruiting ratings, they are interesting. They 
should be particularly interesting to 
Tennessee football fans this year since the 
Vols are generally regarded as having had 
the nation’s best recruiting results, Alabama 
was consistently ranked as having had the 
second best recruiting year among 
Southeastern Conference teams and is gen- 
erally ranked sixth or seventh nationally. 

Joe Terranova of Detroit, the original na- 
tional recruiting guru, had Southern Cal 
first in the nation, Ohio State second, and 
Tennessee third. Alabama was ranked sev- 
enth, Terranova rates players, and a Four 
Star is his top rating. Bama signees given a 
Four Star rating were running back Ed 
Scissum of Attalla Etowah, linebacker Chris 
Hood of Town Creek Hazlewood, defensive 
back Steven Harris of Hazlewood, defensive 
lineman Matt Parker of Northeast Oklahoma 
A&M, defensive back Brad Ford of Fresno 
(California) Community College, and defen- 
sive back Michael Coleman of Nashville 
(Tennessee) Stratford. 

Phil Groz of “G&W Recruiting,” just out- 
side of University Park, Pennsylvania, had 
Tennessee first and Alabama sixth. He ranked 
linebackers Chris Edwards of Bessemer Jess 
Lanier, Hood and Dwayne Rudd of Batesville 
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(Mississippi) South Panola and defensive 
backs Harris and Coleman as among the na- 
tion’s top 150 signees. 

Tom Lemming of the Chicago area had 
Tennessee first and Alabama sixth. He 
named Harris first team All-America and de- 
fensive lineman Eric Kerley of Birmingham 
Berry third team All-America. Both of those 
earned a number one ranking at their posi- 
tions, as did Scissum. 

Allen Wallace of “SuperPrep,” based in 
Laguna Beach, California, had Tennessee 
first and Alabama sixth. His All-America se- 
lections included Tide signees Sage Spree of 
Eutaw Warrior Academy, quarterback John 
David Phillips of Anniston, running back 
Dennis Riddle of Tuscaloosa Central, 
linebackers Rudd and Edwards, and defen- 
sive backs Coleman and Harris, 

“BlueChip Illustrated,” out of Woodland 
Hills, California, had Tennessee first and 
Alabama seventh. Rudd and Harris were 
named to the publication’s Dream Team, 
while linebacker Tito Smith of Birmingham 
Shades Valley and Edwards were named All- 
America. The service also noted that many 
consider Kerley the best defensive line 
prospect in the South. 

“The National Recruiting Advisor” of 
Austin, Texas, had Florida State first, 
Tennessee second and Alabama fifth. Listed 
as All-America were Phillips, tight end Rod 
Rutledge of Birmingham Erwin, Hood, 
Kerley, Edwards, Smith, Rudd and Harris. 

Regionally, the results were about the 
same. “Pigskin Preps” of Moulton didn’t rate 
the schools, but noted that Alabama had 
signed more top prospects in the South than 
any other school. Twelve Bama signees were 
on their Super South Team, including 
three—Rudd, Hood, and offensive lineman 
Josh Swords of Brentwood (Tennessee) 
Academy—who were named the best players 
in their states and seven who were rated as 
the best players in the South at their posi- 
tion—wingback DeShea Townsend of 
Batesville (Mississippi) South Panola, 
Rutledge, Swords, Kerley, Hood, Rudd and 
Harris. The publication also noted that 
Alabama signed 11 of their Sweet 16 in 
Alabama. 

Forrest Davis of “Prep Sports Recruiting” 
in Birmingham had Tennessee first, Alabama 
second in the South. His highest rating is a 
five and Alabama players earning that mark 
were Harris, Hood, Kerley, Phillips, Rudd, 
Rutledge and Swords. 

Jeff Whitaker's “Deep South Football” out 
of Guntersville had Florida State first, 
Tennessee second, Miami third and Alabama 
fourth. The publication noted Bama signed 
seven of the top 10 players in Alabama. 


All-Stars 

The annual Alabama-Mississippi High 
School All-Star Game will be played June 18 
at Mobile's Ladd Stadium. Alabama signees 
selected for the Alabama squad are running 
backs Ed Scissum of Attalla Etowah and 
Dennis Riddle of Tuscaloosa Central, quar- 


terback John David Phillips of Anniston, 
tight end Rod Rutledge of Birmingham 
Erwin, offensive lineman Matt Harrison of 
Dadeville, defensive lineman Eric Kerley of 
Birmingham Berry, and linebackers Tito 
Smith of Birmingham Shades Valley, 
Granison Wagstaff of Enterprise, Chris 
Edwards of Bessemer Jess Lanier, and Chris 
Hood of Hazlewood. 


Pro Day 

An annual event at colleges with large 
numbers of potential National Football 
League prospects is Pro Day, a day when 
professional coaches and scouts put players 
who have completed their college eligibility 
through drills to demonstrate speed, agility 
and strength. This year 14 Tiders who have 
completed their eligibility, including wide 
receiver David Palmer who has given up his 
final season to turn pro, participated in the 
drills. Most impressive were wide receiver 
Kevin Lee, who clocked a 4.34 time in the 
40-yard dash, and 314-pound defensive line- 
man James Gregory being timed in 4.99; and 
running back Chris Anderson turning in 20 
bench press repetitions with 225 pounds, an 
output that would be good for a lineman. 

Others working out for the pros included 
linebacker Lemanski Hall, offensive tackle 
Roosevelt Patterson, center Tobie Sheils, 
fullback Harold Swopes, quarterback Danny 
Woodson, defensive end Jason Milner, full- 
back Marcus Moring, and offensive lineman 
Dennis Deason. 

Among those watching the Tiders work 
out were former Tiders Ozzie Newsome, 
now director of player personnel at 
Cleveland, and Sylvester Croom, an assistant 
coach with San Diego. Dallas scout Bobby 
Marks, a former Bama assistant coach, was 
also on hand. 


Advantage, Alabama 

Alabama's advantage in Southeastern 
Conference football play has always been 
better players and coaches than the competi- 
tion. That's why Alabama has won 20 cham- 
pionships, nine more than runnerup 
Tennessee. Nineteen of those champi- 
onships came before there was an SEC 
Championship Game. Since the advent of 
division play and the title game two years 
ago, Alabama has a record of 1-1 in the 
championship game, which was played in 
Birmingham's Legion Field. 

When the Birmingham Football 
Foundation came up $300,000 short on its 
guarantee to the SEC following last year’s 
game, the presidents of the 12 member insti- 
tutions took advantage of that breach of 
contract to move the game to the Georgia 
Dome in Atlanta, thus gaining a weather- 
proof site (Birmingham’s games were 
plagued by cold weather in 1992 and rainy 
weather last year) and a neutral site 
(Alabama does play some home games in 
Birmingham). 

The SEC Championship Game in Atlanta 
will be December 3, 
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The last time the SEC held a championship 
event in Atlanta was 1987. The so-called 
media center of the South played the SEC 
championship on the inside pages of the 
newspapers sports section. Incidentally, that 
championship event was the SEC Basketball 
Tournament, . .won by Alabama. (The SEC 
Tournament has been held in Birmingham 


five times and Alabama has never won it 
there.) 


A Vote For Birmingham 

The Memphis Commercial Appeal polled 
members of the media covering this year’s 
SEC Basketball Tournament at the Pyramid in 
Memphis on a number of topics. One of 
those was best tournament site. The winner: 
Birmingham. 


Freudian Slip 

In last month’s "BAMA we had a football 
depth chart by class including the notation 
that a senior center for the Tide could be 
“Stephenson.” That, of course, should have 
been “Stevenson,” as in Jon. We may have 
been remembering a former Tide center, 
Dwight Stephenson. 

Also, although he was listed as a junior in 
the roster, we inadvertently showed split end 
Curt Brown as a senior on the class depth 
chart. Brown is an upcoming junior. 

And Fernando Davis, an outstanding 
sophomore linebacker, was inadvertantly left 
off the depth chart. 

Finally, Kirk Lawson was listed as a senior 
offensive tackle. Lawson, walk-on, has com- 
pleted his eligibility. 


Second Saturday In October 

For the first time since 1928, it appears that 
the annual Alabama-Tennessee football game, 
the most renowned football series in the 
South, will not be played on the third 
Saturday in October next year. A victim of the 
Southeastern Conference's schedule, Alabama 
and Tennessee are scheduled to meet in 
Birmingham's Legion Field October 14, 1995. 
Alabama will be at Ole Miss on October 21. 

Alabama’s 1995 schedule is subject to 
change, but it appears there will not be a 
change in the date of the Alabama-Tennessee 
game. The schedule: 

September 2 at Vanderbilt, September 9 
Southern Miss at Birmingham, September 16 
Arkansas at Tuscaloosa, September 30 at 
Georgia, October 7 North Carolina State at 
Tuscaloosa, October 14 Tennessee at 
Birmingham, October 21 at Ole Miss, 
October 28 Louisiana Tech at Birmingham, 
November 4 LSU at Tuscaloosa, November 11 
Mississippi State at Tuscaloosa, November 25 
at Auburn. 


Bowl Agreements 

The Southeastern Conference and the Sugar 
Bowl have extended their contract, whereby 
the SEC Champion is the host team in the 
New Orleans classic, but the extension is for 
only one year, through the 1995 season. All 
other SEC bowl agreements—Citrus, Gator, 
Peach and Carquest-expire after the 1994 
season. 


Coaching Changes 
This is the time of year when college bas- 
ketball coaching changes take place. Among 
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schools with vacancies in the head coaching 
ranks is Northern Arizona. Gregg Polinsky, 
an Alabama assistant coach since the 1986-87 
season, is a 1982 graduate of Northern 
Arizona. He was one of four candidates 
scheduled to be interviewed for the job, 
which is expected to be filled quickly. 
Polinsky has been a chief recruiter for Bama. 

Dayton also has a coaching vacancy and 
one of the names being tossed about as a pos- 
sible successor is Mark Gottfried, now an as- 
sistant at UCLA. Gottfried played for 
Alabama in the mid-1980s, 

And there are a couple of vacancies in the 
Southeastern Conference, at Tennessee and 
Auburn. Former Alabama Head Coach Wimp 
Sanderson has not been mentioned for the 
Tennessee job, but there has been some senti- 
ment for him to take over at Auburn. 


Women's Basketball Recruiting 

Tide Women's Basketball Coach Rick 
Moody has three seniors on this year’s team, 
and he has already signed four new players in 
the early signing period, so Bama women’s 
basketball recruiting for this year may be 
over. Pam Duncan, a 6-0 forward from 
Carrollton, was one of those early signees and 
she is the Alabama Sports Writers 
Association's choice for “Miss Basketball” in 
the state as she led her team to back-to-back 
state championships and broke the all-time 
career scoring mark for the state tournament. 
She scored over 2,600 points and was twice 
named the state tournament's most valuable 
player. 

Other in-state signees are all-state perform- 
ers Kidada Holtzclaw of Sylacauga and 
LaToya Caudle of Madison. 

Moody also went into talent-rich Tennessee 
to sign Brittney Ezell, a 5-6 guard from 
Franklin who was all-state and all-state tour- 
nament. 


Looking Ahead 

Alabama was once a hotbed of high school 
basketball recruiting, but the state has not 
produced as many top prospects in recent 
years. Next year is expect to be one of the 
best in a number of years. Among the top 
high school upcoming senior boys players are 
Brian Williams, a 6-2 guard at Montgomery 
Jeff Davis; Donnie Johnson, a 6-7 forward at 
Selma; and Bart Hyche, a 5-11 guard at 
Winfield. 


Indoor Track Success 

The Alabama women's indoor track and 
field team had its most successful season 
ever. The Bama women [finished second in the 
nation to defending NCAA champion LSU. 
Earlier in the year the Bama women had 
upset LSU to win Alabama's first ever SEC 
championship in indoor track and field. 
Freshman Becki Wells took home the 
Commissioner's Trophy as the meet’s high 
point woman. Wells won the mile and the 
3,000-meter run, two of Alabama's six event 
championships. Also taking first places were 
Stacy Bowen in the 200-meter and Marie 
Ohlund in the 800-meter. The Crimson Tide 
clinched the meet victory by winning the 
final two races of the meet, the distance med- 
ley and the 4x400-meter relays. 

At the NCAA Championships, Bowen, 
Vicky Lynch, Andria Lloyd, Faith Idehen, 


Wells and Ohlund earned All-America. 

The Tide men finished 30th in the nation 
with Solomon Amegatcher, Brian Thomas 
and David Nti-Berko earning All-America. 


Swim Records Fall 

It has been a year and a half for the 
Alabama women's swim team. Jonty Skinner's 
crew broke 12 school records and moved up 
one place in both the SEC and NCAA 
championships, to third in the conference 
and ninth in the nation. And the future looks 
bright since only one woman member of the 
swimming and diving team is a senior. 

Junior Katherine Rhodes set an SEC record 
in winning the 200 breaststroke and also 
broke Alabama records in the 100 breast- 
stroke and 200 individual medley. Sophomore 
Stacy Potter broke all four of her school 
records. Skinner was SEC Coach of the Year 
in women's swimming and diving. 

The Alabama men finished 10th in the na- 
tion and fourth in the SEC. As he has all year, 
senior Travis Myers led the way to Bama's 
NCAA top 10 finish with a second place in 
the 100 breaststroke, a filth place in 200 
breaststroke and a leg on the third place 400 
freestyle relay team. Bama’s 200 medley relay 
team won the SEC championships. 


Basketball Banquet 

This year’s men’s basketball banquet, spon- 
sored by the Tuscaloosa Tipoff Club, will be 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 7 at the Bryant 
Conference Center. Tickets are $15 and avail- 
able at the door or by calling Hal Thurmond, 
(205) 759-5430. 


Gymnasts Second At SEC 

The Alabama gymnastics team of Coach 
Sarah Patterson, ranked third in the nation 
going into NCAA Regional Championships, 
finished second to number one rated Georgia 
at the SEC Championships. Georgia finished 
with 196.7, while Alabama was 195.175. 

Tide freshman Meredith Willard was named 
SEC Freshman of the Year. 


Gymnasts First Academically 

Alabama led the way with five gymnasts se- 
lected to the SEC Academic Honor Roll for 
1994. Named to the honor roll were Sheryl 
Dundas, a senior accounting major; Chasity 
Junkin, a junior accounting major; Kara Stilp, 
a senior marketing major; Gretchen Stockley, 
a junior sports psychology major; and Marti 
Watson, a senior management major. 

Alabama leads the SEC in overall gymnas- 
tics honor roll selections with 52 since 1984. 

And in men’s basketball, Tide sophomore 
Wade Kaiser was selected All-SEC Academic as 
he has a 3.41 grade point average in business. 


Jeffco Outing 

The Jefferson County chapter of The 
University of Alabama Alumni Association 
will hold its annual golf tournament Tuesday, 
May 3, to raise money for local scholarships. 
The tournament will begin at 1 p.m, at 
Oxmoor Valley Robert Trent Jones Trail, and 
will be followed by the chapter's annual meet 
in the clubhouse at 6 p.m. Alabama Head 
Football Coach Gene Stallings will attend. 
For more information call Tricia Stone in 
Tuscaloosa at (205) 348-1550 or Brian Smith 
in Birmingham at (205) 849-4638. 
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Men’s Basketball 

DATE/ OPPONENT TIME/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
79 *Levski-Totel of Bulgaria 65 
102 *Spirit Express 90 
57 Chattanooga 67 
70 @ Washington State 76 
86 Northwestern State 85 
96 Florida A&M 58 
62 @ Southern Miss 79 
Low Country Classic 
@ Charleston, S.C. 
82 Delaware State 44 
60 Charleston 82 
66 @ South Carolina 82 
66 Arkansas 64 
73 Vanderbilt 67 
54 @ Ole Miss (JP) 70 
104 Tennessee-Martin 68 
71 @ LSU 67 
69 Florida 61 
T4 @ Auburn (ESPN) 69 
70 Mississippi State (JP) 69 
67 @ Kentucky (JP) 82 
78 @ Georgia (JP) 77 
75 LSU (ESPN) 66 
88 Mercer 63 
81 @ Arkansas (JP) 102 
84 Tennessee 70 
66 Tennessee State 62 
83 Ole Miss 62 
60 @ Mississippi State 49 
83 Auburn 68 
SEC Tournament @ Memphis 
83 Auburn 55 
52 Florida 68 
NCAA Tournament @ Lexington 
76 Providence 70 
73 Purdue 83 
*Exhibtion game 


Men's Swimming @ Diving 


DATE/ OPPONENT TIME/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
129 @ Clemson 114 
117 @ South Carolina 126 
162 LSU 81 
125 @ lowa 175 
Dec. 3- Rammer Jammer 
Dec. 5 Invitational 
104 Florida 137 
136 @ Florida State 106 
154.5 North Carolina State@ FSU 88.5 
103 @ Auburn 139 
129.5 Tennessee ; 113.5 
SEC Championships 
@ Auburm Fourth 
Alabama Invitat. _ non-scoring 
NCAA Championships 
@ Minneapolis Tenth 
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Women’s Basketball 


DATE/ OPPONENT TIME/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
69 *Levski-Totel of Bulgaria 63 
91 *Athletes In Action 87 
Cyclone Classic 

@ lowa State 
82 Eastern Washington 62 
99 lowa State 57 

Shoney's Classic 

@ Tuscaloosa 
98 Coppin State 31 
81 Grambling 50 
86 @ East Tennessee 65 
990 Louisiana Tech 77 

Central Florida Classic @ Orlando 
107 East Carolina 53 
83 North Carolina 89 
87 Florida State 33 
70 Georgia 57 
79 @ Illinois 68 
73 @ Vanderbilt 77 
119 @ Troy State 43 
75 Florida 80 
101 Mercer 46 
OF @ South Carolina 77 
92 South Alabama 54 
ol LSU 74 
75 @ Arkansas 82 
69 @ Tennessee 85 
96 Kentucky 82 
84 Auburn 71 
68 Mississippi State 55 
98 Alabama State 56 
76 @ Ole Miss 64 
101 Troy State 66 
SEC Tournament @ Chattanooga 
86 Ole Miss (OT) 84 
56 Tennessee 72 
NCAA Tournament 

96 Oregon State 86 
84 @ lowa 78 
73 Texas Tech @ Austin 68 
96 Penn State @ Austin 82 

FINAL FOUR 

@ Richmond, Virginia 

April2 —_ Louisiana Tech 


April 4 


Finals 


*Exhibtion game 


Women’ Swimming & Diving 


DATE/ OPPONENT TIME/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
132.5 @ Clemson 110.5 
04 @ South Carolina 151 
143 LSU 100 
165.5 @ Houston 131.5 
101 @ Texas 196 
Dec.3- Rammer Jammer 
Dec. 5 Invitational 
O4 Florida 135 
127.5 @ Auburn 165.5 
159 Tennessee 139 
SEC Championships 
@ Auburn Third 
Alabama Invitat.  non-scoring 
NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis Ninth 


DATE/ 
UA Score 
194.0 
192.15 
192.15 
192.125 
194.0 
193.95 
194.275 
194.125 
195.05 
193.75 
196.25 


April 9 
April 21- 
April 23 


Gymnastics 


OPPONENT TIME/ 

Opp. Score 
Auburn 188.575 
@ Arizona State 192.60 


Stanford @ Arizona State189.625 


@ Kentucky 188.325 
Georgia 195.275 
Penn State 192.275 
@LSU 194.275 
Florida 192.725 
@ Auburn 191.825 
@ Georgia 196.65 
LSU 195.55 
SEC Championships 

@ Auburn Second 


NCAA Central Region 
NCAA Championships 
@ Salt Lake City, Utah 


All times central 


Men’s Indoor Track 


DATE 
Jan. 15 


Jan. 21 
Feb. 5 


Feb, 11- 
Feb, 12 
Feb. 26- 
Feb. 27 
March 5 


March 11- 


March 12 


MEET RESULT 
Saluki Invitational 
@ Carbondale, Ill. Fourth 


Barnett Bank Invitational 

@ Gainesville Seventh 
Purple Tiger Invitational 
@ Baton Rouge 

Sooner Invitational 

@ Oklahoma City non-scoring 
SEC Championships 

@ Gainesville Tenth 
NCAA Qualifiers Invitational 

@ Gainesville non-scoring 
NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis 


Fifth 


Thirtieth 


Women’s Indoor Track 


DATE 
Jan. 15 


Jan, 21 
Feb. 5 


Feb, L1- 
Feb. 12 
Feb. 26- 
Feb. 27 
March 5 


March 11- 


March 12 


MEET RESULT 
Saluki Invitational 
@ Carbondale, Ill. First 


Barnett Bank Invitational 


@ Gainesville First 
Purple Tiger Invitational 
@ Baton Rouge Second 


Sooner Invitational 

@ Oklahoma City non-scoring 
SEC Championships 

@ Gainesville First 
NCAA Qualifiers Invitational 


@ Gainesville non-scoring 
NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis Second 
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Baseball 


DATE/ OPPONENT TIME/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
Il * Alumni Game 3 
Winn-Dixie Showdown @ New Orleans 
3 UNO 0 
3 Tulane 7 
0 LSU 3 
Lake Area Classic @ Lake Charles, La. 
6 McNeese 7 
2 Lamar 3 
1 Tulane 2 
ll Austin Peay 1 
4 Austin Peay 2 
4 @ West Florida 1 
0 @ West Florida 5 
14 St. Louis 0 
St. Louis cancelled, rain 
5 Notre Dame 2 
4 Notre Dame 5 
7 Notre Dame 10 
11 Louisville 2 
8 Butler 6 
10 Butler 1 
9 Michigan State 12 
1 Michigan State 3 
5 Michigan State 1 
Middle Tennessee —_— ppd, rain 
8 @ South Carolina 4 
0 @ South Carolina 10 
2 @ South Carolina 3 
March 29 @ South Florida 6:00 
March 30 @ South Florida 6:00 
March 31 * Boston Red Sox TBA 
@ Fort Myers, Fla. 
Aprill @ Florida 6:00 
April2 @ Florida 12:30 
April3  @ Florida 12:30 
April5 — Alcorn State 2:00 
April6 Auburn@Montgomery 7:00 
April8 = Tennessee 7:00 
April9 — Tennessee 4:00 
AprillO Tennessee 2:00 
Aprill2 Tennessee Tech 7:00 
April13 Troy State @ Dothan 7:00 
April 15 — Mississippi State 7:00 
Aprill6 — Mississippi State 4:00 
Aprill7 Mississippi State 2:00 
April20 @Alabama-Birmingham 6:05 
April22 @ Ole Miss 7:00 
April 23 @ Ole Miss 1:00 
April 24 @ Ole Miss 2:00 
April 27 Alabama-Birmingham 7:00 
April29 LSU 7:00 
April 30 LSU 4:00 
Mayl LSU 2:00 
May 3 Samford 7:00 
May 6 @ Arkansas 7:00 
May 7 @ Arkansas 7:00 
May 8 @ Arkansas 2:00 
Mayll Radford 7:00 
May 13. Auburn 7:00 
May 14 = Auburn 4:00 
May 15 Auburn 2:00 
May 19-22 SEC Tournament TBA 
May 26-31 NCAA Regionals TBA 


June 3-11 College World Series @ Omaha 


* Exhibition Game 
All times central 
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Men’s Tennis 


DATE/ OPPONENT TIME/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
Jan. 20-23 SEC Indoor Championships 

@ New Orleans 
(Individual play only) 

l @ Minnesota 6 
5 Indiana @ Minnesota 2 
4 Alabama-Birmingham 3 
2 Miami M 
Feb. 23-27 National Indoor @ Louisville 
0 Mississippi State 7 
4 Notre Dame 5 
3 Virginia Commonwealth 4 
4 Middle Tennessee State 3 
7 Southeastern Louisiana 0 
6 @ LSU 1 

Blue-Gray National Classic @ Montgomery 
1 Duke 6 
4 Drake 3 
3 Arizona State 4 
1 @ Tennessee 6 
March 28 =@ Ole Miss 1:00 
March 30 @ Arkansas 1:00 
April 2 @ Auburn 1:00 
April 3 Kentucky 1:00 
April 10 Georgia 1:00 
April 14 @ Mississippi State 1:00 
April 17 Florida 2:00 
April 22 South Carolina 1:00 

Mens Golf 
DATE TOURNAMENT 
Feb. 19-20 Gator Invitational 


@ Gainesville, Fla. (3rd of 15 teams) 
March 11-13 Golf Digest Invitational 

@ Houston, Texas (15th of 15 teams) 

March 25-27 Southeastern Invitational 
@ Montgomery (4th of 18 teams) 


April 1-3 Carpet Capital Classic 
@ Dalton, Ga. 
April 22-24 _ Billy Hitchcock Invitational 
@ Auburn 
May 13-15 SEC Championships 
@ Knoxville, Tenn. 
May 19-21 NCAA Regionals 
Auburn 
June 14 NCAA Championships 
@ Dallas, Texas 
Men’ Track & Field 
DATE MEET 
March 25-27 Alabama Relays 
April 7-9 — Sea Ray Relays 
@ Tennessee 
April 16 Gator Invitational 
@ Florida 
April 23 Crimson Classic 


April 29-30 Drake Relays 
@ Des Moines, lowa 
May 12-15 SEC Championships 


@ Arkansas 
May 25 Twilight Qualifiers 
@ North Carolina 
June 14 NCAA Championships 
@ Boise, Idaho 


Women's Tennis 


DATE/ OPPONENT TIME/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
Jan. 21-23 Georgia Invitational @ Athens 
3 South Alabama 6 
6 Oklahoma 2 
I @ Clemson 7 
4 @ Tennessee 5 
2 Kansas @ Arkansas 5 
5 @ Arkansas 2 
4 @ Vanderbilt 5 
7 Purdue 0 
7 LSU 2 
5 Kentucky 4 
4 @ South Florida 5 
0 @ Florida 6 
March 31 Wisconsin @ Miami TBA 
April2 @ Miami 12:00 
April9 = Georgia 12:00 
Aprill10 Auburn 11:00 a.m 
Aprill2 @ Mississippi State 2:00 
Aprill7 Ole Miss 12:00 
April 23 @ South Carolina TBA 


April 27- SEC Championships 

May | @ Arkansas 

May 11-15 NCAA Championships 
@ Georgia 


All times central 


Womens Golf 


DATE TOURNAMENT 
March 4-6 San Jose Invitational 
@ Monterey, Calif. (9th of 21 teams) 
March 25-27 Lady Gamecock Invitational 
@ Columbia, S.C. (4th of 14 teams) 
April 8-10 South Florida Invitational 


@ Tampa, Fla. 
April 15-17 Women's Southern Intercol. 
@ Athens, Ga. 
April 29- |§SEC Championships 


May 1 @ Old Waverly, West Point, Miss. 
May 12-14 NCAA Regionals 


@ East Lansing, Mich. 

May 25-28 NCAA Championship 

@ Portland, Ore. 

Women’ Track & Field 

DATE MEET 
March 25-27 Alabama Relays 
April 7-9 Sea Ray Relays 

@ Tennessee 
April 16 Gator Invitational 

@ Florida 
April 23 Crimson Classic 


April 29-30 Drake Relays 
@ Des Moines, lowa 
May 12-15 SEC Championships 


@ Arkansas 
May 25 Twilight Qualifiers 
@ North Carolina 
June 14 NCAA Championships 
@ Boise, Idaho 
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Summertime Means Summer Camps 


ick a sport, almost any popular sport, and The University of Alabama is 

almost certain to offer a summer camp in which Crimson Tide coaches 

conduct summer programs that are proven Lo improve a young person’ 
athletic skills. And most camps offer both day rates and resident camper 
rates. 

A recent NCAA mule change makes many of these camps open to young- 
sters from 10 to 18 years of age (graduated high school seniors may attend). 

Resident campers are housed in a safe environment, in The University’s 
dormitories where camp counselors reside with them. Trainers are part of the 
camp staff for the campers’ safety. Meals are provided for resident campers 
(lunches for most day campers) in The University’s cafeterias and are includ- 
ed in the camp fees. When the campers aren't honing their skills, care is 
taken to provide fun activities such as swimming and movies. 

Following is a list of sports in which the Tide conducts camps: 

BASEBALL: Alabama’s baseball coaches, including Head Coach Barry 
Shollenberger, host the annual baseball camps. Dates for the overnight camps 
are June 12-16, June 16-19 (pitcher and catcher camp), July 6-9. Day camps 
are also held in areas around the state. For more information call Assistant 
Coaches Bobby Sprow] or Bobby Pierce at (205) 348-6161. 

BASKETBALL: The David Hobbs’ 1994 Basketball Camp: In only his sec- 
ond year as head coach, David Hobbs guided his 1994 Alabama basketball 
team to the NCAA Championships, and he’ ready to share his techniques 
with kids. He hosts two summer camp sessions, June 19-23 and June 26-30, 
for boys ages 8-18 (high school graduates excluded). Fun contests are 
thrown in along with the fundamental training, events like the Bama Super 
Shooter, as well as guest lectures from pro and college players. Campers re- 
ceive tee shirts and there is an awards ceremony at the end of camp. Cost: 
$235 (early registration) overnight campers; $235 group of 5 or more; $210 
day camper (includes all meals). Dates: June 19-23 and June 26-30. Contact: 
Dave Hobbs’ Bama Basketball Camp, The University of Alabama, RO. Box 
870393, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487. Call: (205) 348-6161. 

Rick Moody’ Girls Basketball Camp: The Tide coach has taken Alabama to 
back-to- back-to-back NCAA tournament appearances. His camp’ attendance 
has tripled in the five years he’ offered it with kids and teams coming back 
year after year. The camp, led by Moody’ coaching staff, offers team and indi- 
vidual competition based on age and ability. Activities include fundamental 
station work, guest lectures, demonstrations and films. Campers will receive 
an individual evaluation card, camp certificate and a camp tee-shirt. Cost: 
$210 overnight, $150 day camper. A non-refundable deposit of $100 must ac- 
company application form. Group rate is $190 (five or more applications sent 
together). Dates: One session, June 12-15. Contact: Rick Moody Girls 
Basketball Camp, Box 870393, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487. Call: (205) 348-7077. 

FOOTBALL: Two sessions are offered for the 1994 Alabama Football 
Camp where Crimson Tide Coach Gene Stallings supervises. The camp offers 
expert instruction of the basic skills and fundamentals of offensive and de- 
fensive football for boys who will be in Grades 2-12. Each camper will re- 
ceive individual instruction from the football staff. Campers receive certifi- 
cate, cap and tee-shirt. Cost: $200 per session ($150 deposit required by May 
21). Dates: Session I (June 5-8). Includes Skill Camp (Grades 7-12) and Line 
Camp (Grades 7-12). Session II (June 8-11). Includes Junior Camp (Grades 
2-6), Skill Camp (Grades 7-12) and Line Camp (Grades 7-12), Contact: The 
Alabama Football Camp, P.O, Box 870323, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487- 0323. Call: 
(205) 348-0808. 

GOLF; Dick Spybey’s Alabama men’s golf teams have been among the na- 
tion’s best since he took over the Tide program, and he's ready to teach 
youngsters how they, too, can become successful golfers at the Alabama- 
Auburn Tiger-Tide Golf Academies for boys and girls. He and Auburn coach 
Mike Griffin co-host camps in the summer, splitting camp time in east and 
west Alabama. In the Tuscaloosa session, campers learn or perfect their game 
on the Harry Pritchett Golf Course where Spybey serves as director. In 
Auburn, campers play on the Grand National Golf Course, Campers receive 
practice balls, cap and tee-shirt. Cost: $495 (overnight); $300 for day 
campers (does not include food/housing). Entry deadline is May 29 and a 
$100 deposit is required. Dates: June 5-9 (Tuscaloosa session); June 12-16 
(Auburn session). Contact: Tiger-Tide Golf Academies, RO. Box 2564, 
Auburn, AL 36831-2564. Call: Mary Spybey (Alabama) at (205) 348- 
3692/752-0675 or Joyce Griffin (Auburn) (205) 844-2524/826-8021. 

GYMNASTICS: Two-time National Team Champions Coaches Sarah and 
David Patterson headline the staff at the 1994 University of Alabama 
Gymnastics Camp. Gymnasts are grouped according to competitive level and 
ability to allow girls to get the most out of each workout, and levels range 
from beginner to competitive. Age range is nine to juniors in high school, 
and each gymnast receives individual attention. Cost: Full Week Camp $350 
(overnight); $185 (non-residents); Mini Camp $220 (overnight); $115 (day 
campers). A $75 deposit is required. Those wishing to attend two sessions 
and desire to spend the weekend between add $50. Dates: Full Week Camps: 
June 5-10, June 12-17, June 19-24. Mini Camps: June 26-29. Contact: 
University of Alabama Gymnastics Camp, RO. Box 253, Tuscaloosa, AL 
35486. Call: Alabama Gymnastics Academy, (205) 348-4578. 
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SOCCER: Women’ soccer will begin its first season at Alabama with a 
coach, Don Staley, who is certainly no stranger to the sport. He coached both 
men’s and womens soccer at Radford and advanced his teams to the NCAA 
tournament. His camp staff is no less impressive, including his assistant 
coach Karen McGrath as well as Sony Askew, the first US player drafted into 
the NASL and Donte Washington, a two-time NCAA scoring champion and 
an Olympian. Camp is open to boys and girls, though lodging is available 
only to girls. Features include video tape viewing of collegiate/pro match 
play as well as skill development. Campers receive a ball and a tee-shirt. 
Cost: $275, Girls’ Boarding Camp (Ages 10-18); $85 Girls' and Boys’ Day 
Camp (Ages 9-16); $45 Pee Wee Camp (Ages 5-8); $25 Boys’ and Girls’ 
Evening Pee Wee Camp. Dates: June 18-22 for Girls’ Boarding Camp; July 5- 
8 for Boys’ and Girls’ Pee Wee Day Camp; June 27-July 1 for Boys’ and Girls’ 
Day Camp; July 3-8 for Boys’ and Girls’ Pee Wee Evening Camp. Contact: 
Crimson Tide Soccer Camp, RO. Box 870393, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487, Call: 
Coach Don Staley or Karen McGrath at (205) 348-6161. 

SWIMMING: Alabama has run one of the nation’s most successful swim- 
ming camps for years, and Jonty Skinner and Vance Rose's 1994 version of 
the Alabama Swim Camp will show your kids why. The former world record 
holder and NCAA champion has sent his swimmers on to compete as 
Olympic medalists, including three Gold Medalists. One of those Gold 
Medalists, Jon Olsen, is on staff for the camp. The swim camp is open to 
boys and girls and offers five one- week sessions with options for campers to 
stay for multiple sessions if desired. The coaches provide campers with 
stroke analysis, twice daily workouts, films evaluation sessions, dry-land 
drills and specially designed stroke drill sessions. Campers receive a copy of 
workouts for the week, a video tape, a personal stroke evaluation, a camp 
certificate and a tee-shirt. Cost: $375 resident ($275 each additional week); 
Elite camp is $700 for two weeks ($250 each additional week), $250 day 
campers. A $100 deposit is necessary to insure space (with $50 refund in the 
event of cancellation). Dates: May 29-June 3; June 5-10; June 12-17; July 3-8; 
July 10-15. Contact: Alabama Swim Camp, Inc., RO. Box 6103, Tuscaloosa, 
AL 35486-6103. Call: Vance Rose (205) 348-391 4/home 758-9853. 

TENNIS: John Kreis produces All-Americas season alter season as the 
Crimson Tide men's tennis coach, so no doubt he can sharpen a player's 
skills. He's taken Alabama to three NCAA appearances, including the 1993 
NCAA Championship quarterfinals. Campers, from beginners to juniors 
players, are drilled in fundamentals and match play situations. The camp is 
for both boys and girls and is divided into different skill levels so that a child 
who has never played the sport can learn it and one who is developing his 
advanced game can strengthen it. For the camper’ convenience, three ses- 
sions are offered. A $100 deposit is required. Campers receive individual 
analysis and a tee-shirt. Cost: $325, resident; $200 day camper. Dates: June 
12-17, June 19-24, June 26-July 1. Contact: John Kreis' Crimson Tide Tennis 
Camp, 821 Ashland Drive, Tuscaloosa, AL 35406, Call: John Kreis at (205) 
348-3686. 

ATHLETIC TRAINING: Hand-in-hand with any sport come the possibility 
of injury, and the experienced athletic training staff at Alabama is tapping 
into the need for knowledgeable supervisors and trainers to help prevent in- 
jury and to treat it through the University of Alabama 1994 Sports Medicine 
Workshop. It's open to teacher-athletic trainers, coaches and student athletic 
trainers in schools with or without a sports medicine program, It provides 
lectures and computer assisted instructional programs on anatomy and ex- 
tensive practical sessions in taping and wrapping techniques. Topics include 
first aid, anatomy, mechanism of sport injuries, evaluation techniques, proper 
treatment and rehabilitation protocols, techniques in taping and wrapping 
and protective devices among others. Cost: $165 (includes lodging, seven 
meals, lecture notes and taping manual). $135 (no lodging). Dates: June 22- 
25. Contact: Sports Medicine Workshop, PO. Box 870312, The University of 
Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0312. Call: Dr. Ken Wright (205) 348-8683. 

VOLLEYBALL: The Dorothy Franco-Reed, Alabama Volleyball Camp is 
another camp quickly growing in its popularity among both individuals and 
teams. Alabama's coach, an Olympian in team handball, offers three specialty 
camps designed to encompass all levels of play and to devote great amounts 
of attention to each of these levels. Skill Camp teaches the basics to aspiring 
players and players ready to polish their fundamentals. It teaches serving, 
passing, setting, hitting, blocking and defensive techniques. Campers are in- 
troduced to team concepts such as offensive and defensive systems and rules 
reviews. Specialty Camp is for advanced players, particularly setters and hit- 
ters. It focuses on the individual skills of each camper rather than team con- 
cepts, And Team Camp provides a unique opportunity for high school and 
junior high teams to have an extensive pre-season training camp. Campers 
Teceive video tape analysis, strength training and nutrition instruction, years 
subscription to Volleyball Monthly, camp certificate and tee-shirt. A $100 de- 
posit is required. Cost: $230 Skills, overnight; $150 Skills, day camper, $230 
Specialty, overnight; $150, Specialty, day camper; $230 (per person) Team, 
overnight; $150 Team, day camper. Contact: Dorothy Franco-Reed Alabama 
Volleyball Camp, Box 870393, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0393. Call: Dorothy or 
Tom Reed, (205) 348-6161. -Donna Fromme 
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Alabama: The 12 National Championships 
“From Pasadena to Paris”’ 

Highlights of the Crimson Tide's 12 national 
championships. 3-Vol. videotape set. 

$59.95 plus $5.75 S & H 


Alabama and the Century of Champions 
First 100 Years of Alabama Football 
3-Vol. videotape set. 


The Championship Season 
Highlights of the 1992 national championship season 
captured on video. 


The 1992 National Championship Audio Tape 
Actual radio broadcast of game against Miami. 
Audio cassette 


Alabama Illustrated (Game Magazines) 
Actual game programs from 1993 football and 1993-94 
basketball seasons. 


1992 National Championship Plaque 
Commemorative plaque of 1992 national championship 
season. Includes photo of Gene Stallings and listing of 
all 13 Centennial season victories. 


16-7 
Alabama's 1990 victory over Auburn. Single 
video tape. 


Also Available: 

1993 Football Season Highlight Video; 1993-94 Basketball 
Season Highlight Video; 1994 Gymnastics Season 
Highlight Video 

$19.95 ea. plus $3.50 S & H 


Merchandise Total 


Name 
Address 
Phone 


Send check payable to TASN or use Visa/MasterCard (circle one) 


TH E CardNo,_ Ep, Date 
ALABAMA Signature 
Si OR TS Ordering Address: 
} ed KK The Alabama Sports Network 
P.O. Drawer 360207 
Birmingham, AL 35236 
or call 1-800-353-BAMA 


$59.95 plus $5.75 S &H _— 


$19.95 plus $3.50 S & H —_ 


$15.95 plus $3.50 S & H = 


$6.00 each (incl. S & H) — 


$29.95 plus $4.50 S &H a 


$9.95 plus $3.50 S & H ee 


Alabama residents add 8% Sales Tax to Total we 
S & H (Total from each item) A 


Total 2_=s 


Post Office Box 20161 
2516 University Boulevard 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35402 

(205) 752-6222 


Now Taking orders for the new David Otts 
release featuring and honoring Coach Gene 
Stallings - 1992 Coach of the Year and 
National Champion. No other artists have 
ever before captured Coach Stallings in the 
same great detail and likeness! 


This print has been offered by Mark McBride and the Downtown Gallery as part of a 
fundraising Campaign for R.I.S.E.. Ten dollars from the sale of each print will go to build 
the John Mark Stallings Room of the new Stallings Development Center for R.IS.E. 
sponsored by the Mark McBride & Associates Fund Raising Program. For information 
call Mark McBride, (205)752-6222. 


The print will strictly be limited to 2300 signed and numbered prints. 2000 Regular 
Edition to be signed and numbered by the artist, 200 Signature Edition to be signed and 
numbered by the artist and signed by Coach Stallings, 100 Artist Proof Edition to be 
signed and numbered by the artist and Coach Stallings and an original artist remark 
drawing of the print. 
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OPlease find check or money order enclosed 


————_ Phone 


I Regular Edition............ Ounframed........ $50.00....Qty ss $ for the total amount I 
De re ee cei Oframed........... $150.00....Qty. $ | 
Signature Edition......... : adgig et 0 a ‘ Ps re ee is - | 
I Artist Proof Edition......Qunframed........$250.00....Qty.__$ Card# Exp. 
Wig gas Oframed............ $350.00....Qty ss $ ; 
| Alabama Residents add 8% taX....ccessssssessessesnteutussanseten $ apna 

| Please add $6.00 shipping for unframed prints..............:000000 $ Ship to: Name 
j Please add $12.00 shipping for framed prints..........0:.ccceeee $ Address(No PO. Box) I 
, TO ciscnsiniseanine $ vib State, Zip 


